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Patrick Hayes tells Old Bailey 

"I AM A 

VOLUNTEER 

IN THE IRISH 
REPUBLICAN 
ARMY" 


■Tflf 


W hen Pat Hayes and Jan Taylor wtn sentenced on May I ith 1994 to 30 
ytmn rack after a four week trial at the OU Bailey the media were per¬ 
plexed. Why they asked would two Englishmen one an ex soldier, get 
involved with the IRA? Why did they do it? According to one security source, both 
had been involved in extreme left wing groups in the TVs and Ws, but had then 
d ro p pe d out of sight Perhaps an even more pertinent question was how did they 
do h? Haw did they make the transition from being weekend radicals', which k 
how the establishment actually regards the British Left, to branding IRA volun¬ 
teers ? Were they recruited by the IRA, or did they make the initial approach? If 
in fact they volunteered their services, haw, the media wondered, did they tom the 
IRA s trust ? How did they, as Brit lefties, bridge the credibility gap, was the 


Similar questions were reused after Frank Portinan got five yean in February this 
year, following his Loyalist VDA gunrunning conviction. The Ijondon magazine 
Time Out asked: just what would make an Islington bom Catholic school care¬ 
taker become a gun dealer'; and then answered the question themselves. It was 
quite simple. Frank was a fascist Preserving the union is a central tenet of the far 
right and Portinari simply took hit politics to their logical conclusion. 
Significantly, to disclose that Pat Hayes and Jan Taylor were extreme left wing' 
or revolutionary was fell in contrast to he of tittle help by way of an explanation 
Revolutionary activity in Ireland bean no relation whatsoever, to its nominal 
counterpart in Britain. The latter in a nutsheU, is, and is seen to be, counterfeit 
For the best part of this century, and certainly post war, revolutionary politics in 

politics in Ireland has always been insurrectionary. As a 
consequence the Irish question is. and perhaps always has been, die litmus test foe 
the British l^ft, and the mainspring for the rupture between the reformist and rev¬ 
olutionary auditions. Nevertheless British Trotskyism has a core identity, and the 
estabtishment has long ago identified it as ■ dilettantism. In the inimitable words of 
MIS officer Peter Wright, now retired the far and out left.., despite their frighten¬ 
ing names were about as dangerous as a pond full of ducks'. We can find no fault 
with that analysis, and so, it is to the other tradition that Red Action subscribe 
As an organisation, Red Action has from the outset supported the right of the Irish 
to bear arms in principle and supported the military campaign as a TACTIC 
Where we tee a synthesis between republicanism and revolution Trotskyism seeks 
only contradictions, and so while paying tip service to the principle of self deler- 
mination the middle class left has with few exceptions been an unswerving critic 
of its implementation. 


Of count no one w Red Action knew whan, or precisely why, Patrick Hayes look 
the decision to join the IRA, but from his own testimony it is clear that he regards 
support for the mitilary campaign and taking part in it more as a maoer of empha¬ 
sis than tome quantum leap . Pat never made the media inspired 
graduation from being a weekend radical to becoming an Irish Republican Army 
volunteer’. As in the case of Portinari the explanation is quite simple. He never 
was a weekend radicaL He is, and always was in whatever edacity a 


barristers Patrick Hayes 


On the last day of the trial having dismissed 
addressed the jury. This is his statement: 


The prosecution opening continues to date. Furthermore, unless 
f f address suggested that tha British respond to the Irish Peace 
■ | the process we are now Initiative rt will only continue Secondly, 
finishing involved an IRA this campaign did not start in 
campaign stretching from November 1992 but commenced 
late 1992 to early 1993. This is some 23 years previously with the 
absolutely correct, save for three State’s armed response to legitimate 
details Firstly, the campaign dd not peaceful process In the North of 
end in March 1993 with my arrest but Ireland. Thirdly, and most s«gn«hcewitty. 


no attempt was made to examine an 
IRA campaign by the court. Indeed, 
when I tried to elicit this information I 
was stopped This country has seen 
continuous IRA actions for over 20 
years now. yet there has been no 
attempt to put it into any wider context, 
bar that of the two individuals sitting m 
the dock The suggestion that these 
are motiveless crimes is a fallacy that 
has not been addressed by the prose¬ 
cution They have chosen to ignore 
the background to these incidents To 
ignore the visible armed occupation of 
the north-eastern part of Ireland They 
have also chosen to ignore the political 
and military resistance to this occupa¬ 
tion by a subjugate, but risen, people 
The result, then, is that you. the jury, 
have not had the full facts presented to 
you m order to see that no enmes 
have, in fact, been committed. Rather, 
a number of actions m a war conduct¬ 
ed to unite and free Ireland from 
Britain's imperial grasp I made this 
dear when I replied to the 11 charges 
at the start of the process I said then 
that the case related to political mat¬ 
ters and the laying of criminal charges 
is inappropriate Nevertheless, the tnaJ 
took place and. in the best tradrtion of 
British justice, winds its way to its 
inevitable conclusion. On the way we 
notice the theatre that surrounds It. 
Armed officers dsrupt traffic in the 
area surrounding the court, high secu¬ 
rity within the building itself, and more 
armed pokes at the exits from this 
room. This is not a performance you 
wi encounter at a normal trial here at 
the Old Bailey H is a performance 
reserved for poWicalARA tnate tt is not 
a performance that you would see at a 
similar trial in the north of Ireland, 
either You would not see it. members 
of the jury, for one simple reason The 
Oiptock courts there have jettisoned 
the notion of jury trials to facilitate the 
conveyor belt process of justice for 
Irish rebels. The abolition of jury trials 
is just one of many so-called rights 
abandoned in support of the 
untomst/toyalist hegemony m the north 
of Ireland The simple right to form a 
Civil Rights movement which demand¬ 
ed an end to rakgous (Recrimination 
was ended in 1969 when the forces of 
the state battered the people on their 
own streets The preOctabie result of 
the introduction of the British Army as 
peacekeepers was well illustrated on 
30 January 1972 when 14 people 


were killed as a result of the army 
opening fire on a peaceful demonstra¬ 
tion. The various attempts by the 
British to contain the situation and bol¬ 
ster the oppressive umomst/toyalist 
administration brought more suffering 
and more oppression on to the Insh 
nationalist community From the intro¬ 
duction of internment when hundreds 
were imprisoned without tnal; through 
the killing of children with plastic and 
rubber bullets, through the support of. 
and for. loyalist pro-British death 
squads; to the torture of suspects in 
interrogation and the discredited use 
of super-grasses to imprison, again 
without evidence. British pokey has 
been designed to subjugate and ter¬ 
rorise the Insh people How long can 
people remain on the sidelines observ¬ 
ing injustice before they act’ John 
Kennedy had it right when he said: 
Those who make peaceful change 
impossible, make violent change 
inevitable ’And. from the opposite end 
of the political spectrum, the manifesto 
of Umkhonto we Si/we states The 
time comes m the life of any people 
when there remain two choices: to 
submit or fight * A particularly apposite 
quote when considered against the 
current changes in South Africa How 
many members of the jury could or 
would stand idly by and watch their 
fnends. relatives, compatriots be bru¬ 
talised and dominated by an occupy¬ 
ing force, if. for example, the nazis had 
prevailed in the last war’ 

To return to this case and the evidence 
offered by the prosecution Much has 
been made up of adding figures to 
make convenient totals to support the 
prosecution case Whether this be 
totals of cash money, pounds of sem- 
tex, rounds of ammunition, numbers of 
Kalashnikov AK47 assault rifles they 
have all been added up and conclu¬ 
sions drawn and expanded upon 
Even lengths of white electrical flex 
have been accumulated, totalled and 
explained away at some length I will 
now gwe you a total The total is 
seven. Seven tons of home-made 
explosive 1 6 tons recovered from 
Canary Wharf. 146 tons recovered 
from Tottenham Court Road. 3 cwt 
involved m the Woodside Park explo¬ 
sion, half a ton recovered from the 
Essex Lodge garage ANO 3.3 tons 
recovered from the Volvo lorry m 
Stoke Newington early on 14 
November 1992 In this case there 


was first mention of this ’extra' bomb 
when questions were asked to see if 
links had been sought or discovered 
between it and the incidents I am 
charged with Despite repeated 
attempts to prevent me pursuing the 
point it emerged that there is. indeed, 
an irrefutable forensic and scientific 
link between the Canary Wharf bomb 
and the Volvo bomb found around the 
comer from my home address That 
link is the blue insulating tape found at 
both places Despite ttvs link being 
discovered, very few resources were 
allocated to uncover any more such 
links The HME mix. the booster tubes, 
the construction, the packaging of the 
bomb were not examined for links 

I will give you another link I drove the 
Volvo tony bomb on the night of 13 
and 14 November 1992 when it was 
stopped by the police I was accompa¬ 
nied by another man who has not 
been apprehended Here. then, lies 
the reason the links were not pursued 
Patrick Kelly was convicted of dnwig 
that tony bomb and sentenced to 25 
years He had no connection at all with 
that bomb or any other bomb. He was 
convicted on the basis of his nationali¬ 
ty Mr Kelly is Insh bom and speaks 
with a suspicious and. m this instance, 
damning Insh accent As for the rest of 
the evidence presented I have no 
comment to make save that the pros¬ 
ecution has assembled the known 
facts and clues of this matter, added m 
a large amount of conjecture and prej¬ 
udice and bound it all together with 
emotive and hysterical language, not 
to mention a certain amount ot theatri¬ 
cality The issue of the accuracy or 
inaccuracy of the prosecution case is 
not one I am interested in challenging 
Nor. indeed, is the prosecution or the 
crown interested either Their interest 
kes m obtaining convictions and they 
in no way concern themselves with the 
wider issues of justice wid egalitarian¬ 
ism However, no matter what incon¬ 
sistencies exist m this matter one thing 
is sure and certain 

I was a volunteer in the Irish 
Republican Army before my arrest; 

I am a volunteer in the Irish 
Republican Army now; and I wM 
•till ba a volunteer In the Irish 
Republican Army when I leave 


no criminal chargee to 
answer tol 







with No illusions 


(( | | aving declared for 
b-4 years that the 
V I nnwiftwiTi of to e 
working data can only be 
accomplished through tie Groat 
Liberal Parly, attar having 
o&crmo wm woep&noenr etecTKXi 
activity of the workers against 
Liberal candidates loo, as da- 
gumedTorymm and after having 
proclaimed the permeation of 
the Liberal Party by socialist 
principles as 9m sola taak of 9m 
Socialists these gentlemen now 
declare 9mt the Liberals ate bai¬ 
lors. that noting can be done 
with them and that in the next 
electon 9m workers should put 
up candidates of their own, 
regardless of Liberals or 
Tones." 

That wws Fredone* Engels ver- 
diet on the antes of the Faban 
Society m 1893 For the letter 
port of Vie twentieth century, the 
role previously played by the 
Fabians in relation to Vie Liberal 
Party, e precisely Vie same role 
later played out by Tnotofcytem. 
specHcaVy Mitant. in relation to 
the (Fabian] domaiated Labour 
Party. In the same way that 
Labour promised the peaceful 
transformation from capitalism 
to socialism. Militant promised 
to transform the Labour Party by 
the ‘permeation of socialist 
pnndptes' and uftmaiefy, by tie 
adoption of some Trotskyist 
programme, from mealy mouVi 
reformem Wo Ml blown revolu¬ 
tion red " too#! and daw. The 
affiliation of tie wortung to 
the Labour paly, was preached 
and practised not only by this 
and that Trot group but by the 
for want of a belter name, the 
Trotskyist movement' as a 
whole Like its Uberal predeces¬ 
sors the Labour party.[as a 
proponent of progressive 
reform] is doomed and for some 
of the same reasons, lack of 
courage and vnagnabon. 

And m the same way that the 
radcai demagogue Keir Hardw. 
described by Engels as; ‘a 
super cunning Scot who...can 
not be trusted for a minute 
eventually tumped ship and 
founded the Independent 
Workers Party wxf later led the 
Labour party, so too today 
Militant abandon Labour and 
inspired by the success of 
another cunning scot* Tommy 
Shendan. proclaim their own 
independence History as Man 
pomted out repeats itself first as 
tragedy, then as farce 
The role of progressive 
reformists, that the Militant 
sought to fulfill prior to their 
expulsion, inside the Labour 
party, they know seek to occupy 
outside, and counterposed to 
the party Fine and dandy were 
it not for the fact that the BNP 
has the same target audwnce 
From a revolutionary working 
dass point of view these are the 


two dMnct poles of repulsion. 
On the rtgftf fasasm, on Vie Ml 
reformism.The emergence of 
the former is enimfy due to the 
failed entice, both locally and 
nationally, of the wannabe 
reformist s Their total neptoude; 




George Stood (left) 
campaigned agamst 
Labour lor he 
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dear tadcai advantage is to be Is firmly established for all 
gained by NOT supporting modem aounttas and times: to 
them! Labour has openly abarv convince the workers of the 

^-^ iKa n n Main a —im. ^~^A - m _ 
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milk and water monetarism: 

nwerVideis the Trots perstol 


al bourgeois parties' Just as 
the Fabians opposed toe work- 


exists between Labour wtd its 
erstwhle oonsVIuency has beef- 
ly and naionaly begat toe BNP. 
And fascism begat arrtWaecism 
The appeal from Labour to Vie 
anti-fascists, in the recent elec- 
sons ana worn wm ano-iascists 
to the voters, was designed in 
terms of a rescue package. At 
al costs the BNP muet be kept 
out we were told. It is the job of 
all anti-fascists to help rescue 
Labour [‘as the leaser evtT] 
from the BNP. meanwhile the 
□Nr can D6 expeaea *o convr 
ue mrtto 9s campaign of rescuing 


Where Trotskyism habitually ers split from the Liberals, so 
harangued Labour tor knowing today the Trots stW denounce 
the path of reform, we in turn any, even instinctive deviation 
are c o mpeted to oondemn them from Labour Engels exposed 
for having no useful function, the moiveHon behind this stu¬ 
mors precisely because they egy. 
have CEASED to do to.! fear of revokJbon ts thev hxrda- 

Red Action stands for toe pout- mental principle They are 
cal independence of the woiktog the eddlcated' par excel- 


TiWMki nt.- A -U - 4-t—-^-_ » » 

I OfTwTiy watoOQwl, HIS paOIONtOf rafBf, fHOeifr 

cunrang Soot who moutonl be tnalsd lor a minula 


class pure and simple The tones... T)m eocHam of 9+rs is of se« rtghleous. tM <M* harm- but that in toe absence of prtno- 


messege in poUcel terms could 
not be mom dear cuL This M- 
egy is now of peramount impor- 


represented as an extreme but less fcerai midtie dass extrem- pies it hed nothing to Vade and 
inevitable consequence of Harmless, because It is net- so never needed to be bought 
middle dass Itoerahsm hence ther an expression of, nor a dec- off . And so even by the low 


The strategy at Trotskyism is to 
invite the working class to be 
cured and castrated in Vie same 


tance, not only in the fight their tactics of not decisively lotion to any working class standards it set for itself, it 
against toe Wed reformers but ocoosno 9m Lima* as adver • constituency, and as a cones- finished up a marginalised, and 
of even more presaing impor- tuSmsbul ol pushing them on quence no matter how radkal a inept under achiever. At a 
tance it is as vM a weapon In towards socialist conclusions campaign appears on paper it national meeting to 1994 Red 
toe fight aganst toe rejuvenated and therefore intriguing with invariably ends with a strident Action rubber stamped its own 
fasasts. The May election pro- them, of permeating kberaksm "h*ne and in ignominious fail- approach by unanimously 
wded us xrtto. an opportunity to with soaOam • of not poking <*> urn. This is the paradox of al •>- adoping the fofiowing motion: 
implement Vws strategy in prac- soaNut candUsles against the erafcam; for unless them exists a ' only In exceptional circum- 
tise In Edinburgh we cam- Liberals but of foisting and V*** toreat a toreat PosstVy stances should Labour ever be 


By acting as campaign man¬ 
agers for Labour the Left are 
prostituting anti-fascism, and 
instead of presenting a radical 
persona, are- fascists are ssen 
to be in effect defaming the sta¬ 
tus quo, it being, bed housing, 
cockroaches, unemployment, 
lack of local damocracy, s ocial 
workers, toe council tax, midefle 
class do-gooders, the pokticaJ 
establishment,and finally capi¬ 
talism itself. As a consequence, 
in toeee areas most hearty can¬ 
vassed by the ANL/YRE etc the 
BNP’s working class cmdsnSats 
are estrtiohed at stroke The 
may prove more significant in 
the long run than any ele c tio n 
results; for having shed their 
independence in favour of a 
pnpiSar front wrth a mkfcfle « 
party for these anti-fascists 
there can be no way beck. 

As a national institution the 
Labour Party e finished The is 
because it can no longer serve 
its primary purpose as a cam¬ 
paigning party of progressive 
reform. The capitulation e not 
entirely down to lack of nerve, 
but more specifically because 
the economic system itself is 
exhausted and is no longer 
capable of progressive reform It 
is of course ironic that the very 
people (Trotskyites] who 
preached the message that 
caprtafcsm cannot be reformed 1 
for fifty years, are m the end the 
last ones to to come to terms 
with it. So from a revolutionary 
point of view, while there was 
always pnncipled reasons to 
maintain an independent posi¬ 
tion from Labour, there are now 
tactical reasons as wefi. Where 
previously there may on occa¬ 
sion have been, simply out of 
pragmatism, sound tactical rea¬ 
sons for supporting them, toe e 
no longer the case Instead 


standing 


socialist canddales agamst the eWsm; for unless there exists a '. only in exceptional circum- 

Liberals but of foisting and greater threat a threat possibly stances should Labour ever be 

paignedtortoeJameeConnoly forcing them upon the to the existence of the state sippohed That as an aHema- 

Society candidate standing Lberms. They do not rebae of teefr. the stale tactcaly has no toe to 9m BNP we w§ champion 

course that in doing tors they incentive to make either moder- working class candidates 


course that in doing tors they incentive to make either moder- 


in Cormofi/s old wwd In north are told a pack of lies and ale concessions or even condl- independent from af bourgeois 
London we supported the inde- imposed on by others a else tatory gestures Ultimately. per9es...m recognition that as a 


pendent candidate George toey toemaafies are lying about 


can only be 


positive soUion to 9m problems 
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(Judgtog by those M in CONTAINING genuine posed by toe BNP 


Red Adons intervention on the comments the loony left is not pressure from below; (which it strategy is a compkment rather 


the Isle of Dogs meant theL for such a recent phenomenon!) 


as its real function) when than an alternative to resolute 


the first time there a resolute Today toe wiles of much of this liberalism is Itself regarded as and vigorous anb4asdstac9v9y 
anti-fascist message was com- strata is safely derided by the toe leaser evil* by the powers Support for independent 


txned with a radical proposal i.a. 


that be Perhaps, that is the working class candidates is an 


that faced with the prospect of both they and their working most striking ndetment against rterim step xt pursuit of the goat 
either the ultra conserve- readers see it exactly for fifty years of Trotskyrte endeav- of the independent working- 

thre BNP. or a return to r —- what it is: «i expres- our: not that it was reformist class party After a century of 

the old bufishrt. the local / - sion opportunist and traded its treachery, fudge and failure toe 

people rfxxJd elect ther / ^ princess for influence and wheel has come full circle and 

own recallable dele-I success, lor Labour and the nxddte dass 


either the ultra conserva¬ 
tive BNP, or a return to f— ^ 
the old bufishrt, the local / 
people tfiould elect their I 
own recallable dele-1 
gates Armed with the / 
power of da sele ct ion a / 
form of guerrilla war- / 
fare against the / 
bureaucracy coid be / 
mounted and contm- I 
ued "definitely until / 7het^ 
resources or I todayZl 
progress are / con«J^ 
secured In a bat- / 
tlefield position / Leagu^T 
while the/ofoZ? 

I f Ita. “nr. 


^ ^—- pmcpws ror influence ana wneei m 

^ Ac »IO]|f 


left, the party is Indeed finely 


wrthoirt exception / vacant tkT^^ kpaed*!^ r *tmrxL !?^” c * l# 
kne up with the I to ih, '?!L An **** 


class; with / !^Nng^V^ flfve„ogaim^th.^ k M 
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★LETTERS^ 

your aeries of contnbubona to 
/ \ / X Open Polemic (O P.) and ihe 

various responses to those corv 
WbiAons From th*s rereading I 
have two points to make 
■ il F,rst) y could you please send 

DEPLORABLE! CARDIFF AFA 

Dear fled Action Dear Red Action subscriber to the journal O.P.. a 

As one who is both otd and poor For the sheer comedy value partapant m O.P. conferences 
I can do no more than make an some o( your members might and a member of the 
occasional small donation, so have read the article. ‘Sputa, Association of Communists for 
here's one for a begmning. I've slenders and sectarianism Revolutionary Unity (ACRU). I 
seen issues 65 and 66 and am in Workers Power. It is a wholly will argue for the continued 
very impressed with the paper dishonest account of what has mduswn of Red Acbon corrtn- 
In particular I enjoyed the book been happervng in Cardrtf AFA butions. I believe that past 
review on the 43 Group and the and should be seen as an contributions, particularly those 
centre-spread on the Spanish attack on Rad Action As the concerned with democratic 
Civil war - perhaps that's just a perpetrator of the ‘witch hunt’ centraksm and the role of the 
generational thing? I like the against Workers Power and the vanguard party, have served to 
way you pack your copy with - Storming out emotional provide a sharp locus for 
none of the currently fashion- distress, "I would like to set the debate on those subjects. I do 
able creative white space record straight I am an mde- not believe those debates have 
nonsense - if you're going to pendent member of AFA and. been resolved and therefore I 
spend money on pontmg any- having witnessed from the support the continued pubkca- 
thing »t costs no more to cram inside the dishonesty of tion by O P. of your contnbu- 
your page as fun as you Workers Power m Manchester, bons to those debates To this 
can ..an important point when I was keen not to see it happen end I will be sending a copy of 
it's propaganda of whatever here. However, it all began to this letter to O.P.. 
kind. I hope you won't feel happen again almost exactly Comradely greetings 
offended if I offer some criticism Fiddhng subs with the idea of a RH 
(intended to be constructive), transferable membersMp round Bnstol 
the mam pont being your stan- their political group, demanding u*nnii*n« 

dard of proof reading is money for events which had MAHUMAN? 

DEPLORABLE! Yes. I do know never been brought to an AFA Dear Rad Action 
0 about the difficulties of pro- meeting and having a secret I read with interest the 3 
ducmg printed matter on a policy of not building AFA accounts in the last issue of 
shoestnng budget and often (which a less indoctnnated former SWP members who 
with only ^experienced person- member of Workers Power let have now joined fled Action It 
nel. but proof-reading is a job skp) At the same time doggmg is testament to the politics of RA 
that the untrained can do (and our progress with unnecessary that we now have an appeal 
usualy do); they gam expen- ar^jments and out of context that goes wen beyond our ona- 
ence as they go along and even transitional demands Sick of nal roots m the SWP. Our ranks 
learn “the rutee” (yes. I do underhand activity. I convened now have a wide layer of 
believe m rules r e printed mat- a meeting on the subject of not working class activists who hail 
ter) More tune allocated (and allowing political groups to use originally from as diverse 
you haven't the excuse of being AFA merely as a name to use in organisations as the SWP. CP 
adtify) to a job that creates the their lengthy rhetoric and just so Militant, RCG. RCP. anarchist 
kntiimprwsion is weN justified they could recruit. I am very groups and Scottish and Insh 
SMI. all this nitpicking and at glad to see the back of them In republicans • as weN as the 
least some of His a matter of response to their ridiculous arti- increasing number of new 
but it's worthwhile de. I would like it to be known recruits who have never had 
remembering that people are that Rad Action have revi- any contact with the left before 
more likely to read material pre- taksed Cardiff AFA and always but who have already sussed 
serried in an attractive and eas- shown integrity and a ful com- them I found the reference m 
Hy read manner Meantime, mitment to AFA. something the article to Chns Bantoery as 


HARDMAN? 


Hy read manner Meantime, mitment to AFA. somethi 

good luck, and if I can onty help Workers Power will never do 

you a mrie towards paying fmes Thanks 

(these are inevitable when tak- SB 

ing on the establishment) then Cardiff AFA 

ifs better than nothing 

NoPasaran! 

M. East London 



psfhck Defy MS tout, code name! 


WHERE FOR ART THOU ROMEO, 
CONTINUED 

Dear Comrades. 

I'm endosmo a cheoue for M for a mk nt n~i iwwi 


the -Hardman of Ihe SWP’ 
hilarious as Chns is about the 
last person that we'd consider 
■hard" up here m his old stomp¬ 
ing ground His reputation for 
backing losers is legendary He 
was a member of the 
International Marxist Group 
(IMG) dunng the ANL's heyday 
m the late 70's and he was the 
scourge of those who now 
regard him as their darling 
When he left the IMG (and the 
Labour Party) to join the SWP. 
the IMG's Glasgow bank 
account is also rumoured to 
have been plundered Once m 
the SWP, Chns quickly settled 
into a ruche setting himself up 
as an expert on nationalism. 
Scottish and Irish. Dunng the 
•NLA feud. Chns addressed a 
public meeting m Glasgow and 
declared that those who even¬ 
tually became the gangsters of 
the IPLO were 1 he best ele¬ 
ments" For his troubles he got 
a stiff nght hander, which put 
him on his arse, from an INLA 
supporter in the Scotia Bar after 
the meeting But perhaps the 
best story of Chns' 1 expertise" 
came at last year’s Marxism A 
recent recruit to Glasgow RA 
who attended Marxism 93 tells 
us that dunng the session on 
Ireland. Bambery was lament¬ 
ing the "good old days of the 
prison protests" when the pris¬ 
oners were "highly politicised" 


I'm enclosing a cheque for £3 tor 6 issues ol Rod Action. I‘v« only 

b«o rateiud on pan* aim months ago. atofbong made' lor Lf, ^ ‘Z 

Among many things I've been rearing « a pamphlet titled "At War 55.!? 5* 

with the Tnjth’by Larry O'Hara, and on page 26 is a'Note 4' refer- Jj^it SjTl 

ring to M Action 66 summer '93. reiemng to INLA/IPLO 

I'm particularly interested m this because my conviction (14 years) 

was "conspiracy to cause an expkMon' You wiM have recently 

seen reports on a MI5\Speciai Branch informer. Pat Daly • re the 

case of Liam Hefleman and Martin McMonagie It was Daly who 

back m *84 was responsible for informing on me fe-?*. 0 *** SWP * a 

Comradely greetings 

S H (Glasgow RA) 


ROUND 2 OF THE 3 CORNERED FIGHT • CUSS WAR REPLY 

Dear fleti Action 

I have ben rearing your paper for aboM a year and I have a lot of respect for it. though I must 
reply to your article; ‘A Three Cornered Fight* First I must explain Class War as I see it as I 
don't timk you understand CW is not the SWP and has a lot of individuals involved, each being 
able to have their own say on articles Your view that CW has no real analysis has a seeming 
slight ring of truth The monkey see monkey do' comment probably comes across in the paper 
(and at limes xi some of the members) because of the years of shit the Left Anarchists have 
churned out; with deep analysis and articles that a lot of working class people just can't under 
stand, or just find too bonng Sometimes things just have to be said in Mack and white If you 
actually spoke to a lot of CW supporters they do have an analysis and objectives Your dam 
agmg comments about CW being useless as allies and dangerous as companions will do 
nothing lo forward the fight aganst fascism As you know AFA contains CW supporters and 
sympathisers; do you realty not want us as aJkes 7 At the end of the day the capitakst state or 
even dodgy communist states are the enemy as well, though the fight against fascism « pri¬ 
mary and must be won so we can move on with confidence 
Yours in solidarity (I hope) 

John. Southampton 

RA reply If as you claim 
that against 

Class War was unjust why 
«,X>® then was the other alloga 

. A * tl0n fhat CW invented tor 

,he media an all,ance 

^ CP<\ between CW and Panther 

- UK ana Aclwn n a 

crule attempt at setf-pro 
motion hot refuted 7 Is it 
*L*xS*\ because similar stunts to 

k p ™™ 1 * 5 Qm war «•*» 

M , * t V'*'* alternative to me 

^ Left have been successful- 

w ** xf°S!< ^5 ■ ex P <0,,e(1 by y°u f 

fl Fof ,nslance ,n a su PP° rt 

\ ^ ers r1ewslener great 
k ■ strength of tounder mem 

for his ability to manufat 

\ ture publicity without letting 

\ rea,lt V ,n fhe »ay h' 

\ things, something we have 

The full page analysis m thfi 'Evenmg Standard' of conspmtonai a " ^ 9ra,eful ,0f ,n me 
Ytolence and the mythical alliance between Class War. Red P® 51 Sure,y thal ,s ^ 

Action and Panther UK same corrupt kind of seif 


flip" 


Ytolence and the mythical alkance between Class War. Red Sure, y ,hal ,s ^ 
Action and Panther UK same corrupt kind of setf 

^ serving bullshit the left 

have always churned out, that CW was initially meant to oppose, buf instead apparently < ele 
Mates Exploiting the gulliMlity of the mertia (or in the case of the WELLING RIOT the media 
exploiting the gullibility ot CW) provided. CW tor a time, with a largely unwarranted subversive 
image, but reality invariably does get in the way of things You say the damaging comments 
articles concerned ‘wiM do nothing to forward the light against fascism. well ttie 
principal contention of the article was that peddling the politics and imitating the antes ot mid- 
ato-oass lefties does nothing but retard the fight against fascism 1 Despite recent developments 
here and abroad, the conventional v»w of the middle class left, and it must be said the CON¬ 
SISTENT view of Class War’s paper is that fascism is an anomafy. a diversion from the onward 
march towards a more egalitarian socialist society Correspondingly anti-fascism is regarded 
as an irritating distraction As London Class War explain in a letter pnnted in Red Action no 
irn ¥**'f nce 01 crushing fascist activity should not distract us from creating the Social 
Revokrtion. On a World in Action programme Iasi year a spokesperson insisted that for the 
majority of people, " their experience of organised fascists does not come from the BNP bui 
the police This is simply a resurrection of the old German Social Democrat/Stalmist equation 
•fascism equals reaction. Groups like Workers Power expound the trot variation of the same 

i* fe80rt W"" ®" other ways 01 suppressing the working 
class have been tried and failed, the capitalists turn to the fascist thugs * According to them fas¬ 
cism is the punishment on the left tor success rather than the penalty lor failure' 

£. e ?. in J 923 a J uH decade be,ore H,tler ,00k Power, the veteran communist Clara Zetkm saw 
the need even then, to refute this nonsense "Fascism is m no sense the revenge ot the hour 
geowie lor the revolutionary advance ol the proletariat considered objectively fascism pre¬ 
sents itseHmuch more as a punishment (because) we have not acted vigorously 
enoughL.although the idea that fascism is simply bourgeois terror is entertained even by radi- 
ca! elements of our movement, it parity coincides with the conception held by the reformist 
social democrats For them fascism is simply terror and violence indeed bourgeois reaction to 
the violence initiated or threatened by the proletariat against bourgeois society The contem 
porary left regurgitate all of these errors and more On the one hand the SWP ANL errohasise 
^ the n9hl ■gnore connects 

CW S? ( * ace lh *" em P has,s 00 *» connection between them but 

ignore the differences Where both make the same mistake is to treat the offensive and defen- 
sive struggle as identical Having no contact with the working class proper, they have no gauge 
on whether they or society is going forwards or backward; moving to the left or to the nght This 
inadequacy manifests itself in a number of ways One. they refuse fo accept thal ant. fascism 
”*?***?? a ™* f action; the result ol the.r (the Left's) political and strategy failure 
To be forced to do so would mean accepting mistakes m analysis, that nxMit raise question 
marks over their continued existence Either they have made critical mistakes or they ARE mis 
S,mply ufTlh,nkab,e s 0 errors a ^e not even identified, never mind recti- 
”2; s ^**r re1usa, !° ^"owtedge mistakes means also a refusal to accept that the tar 

a9 ® n<la ^ ^ the left but for in many cases the slate Society can 

not be puked or driven in opposite directions at once Either the left or the nght are in the ascen- 
r.l® pf0btem or rt • snr To address the issue ot anti-fascism is .tsetf 
122 ,nrtw,,ve 55: w ,s +** ,0 swn 9 ,0 the tar nght This of course « 

«0i% r >8igt8d to r the reasons mentioned Instead many prefer to continue with the pretence 
mat theopposrte is the case. ie that they, or at least the left, is m the dnving seat To do this it 
men becomes pessary to invert the relationship between the nght wing stale and the fascist 
party Instead of the fascist party creating a right wing state, the nght wing stale is accredrted 
wim creating the fascist party Most ol the left to one degree or another, continue to plough this 

5 1act ,hey °® n wrth good conscience^, and 
accuse militantanti-tascists of posturing of letishising anti-tascism. o» being racist and 
reformist; tor doing exactly what they themselves are guilty ol-treating the symptom rather than 

£ ST, “ a9a,n ,' P< T >ou [Rml 4e#0n| 0e " eve thal "<#» ^"9 yourselves on 
the backfor your macho postunng against a particular anti-social element within the working 
class is actually treating the disease what we (Class War| are saying is the importance ot 
g^i^ y^r 01 ^ ^ rtlS,raCt US ^ creal,n 9 the Soc* 31 Revolution This is our 

a 5® n '® < 1 ,h ® , »»kkes of the BNP are a contnbutory cause, but also mat las- 
! S J^'!y ea ' K ^ reactK)n Bul 01 COur « '* d « proven not to be a specrtic torm. 

^ a spedfe res P°nse. there need be no analysis there 
. s,ea L dy ®* she a 0 ® 5 - bosxiess as usual Indeed lor Class War fas 
d [ unken as ® S0C, AL rather than a political problem' That 
supposed constituency, prey on another section is no 
10 to mth 9mt ’ 10 ,hal at ^ l,Ke much of the left, they are 
KMtobl to * 00a Eur °P ean a 9 enda as Class War insist, if is not Irke- 

2S >ma9ne • ^ ,,s anwhes,s Wh,te ** Dettori is aware mat 
10 ** 08056 0f mrfrtanl an, '- ,a «^m mis is despite rather 
? ** or 9 an * sa,,on Class War to whom they pledge their alleg.ance 
H is tor them rather than us to come to terms wim the contradictions 
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Thoea Mat would dawn that Ma would 
expose cammm to being Taker 
ovoT by Red Action or any other 
organisation (moatiy used aa a jusuft- 

catton lor havlnfl no represent a tive at 
al) are otter . quit simply. kvmg on 
another planet Another aspect woUd 
involve Sinn Fain clarifying (lor want of 
a batter word) whare May stand on tot- 
tiarty work in Britain. Pubtidy they 
have always stated that toy want pso- 
pit to involve themaalves and do aa 
much as poasfcte lor the struggle. 
Privately, they have pursued a pokey ol 
narrowing down work in Britam to tiat 
entirely under their control Thee line is. 
IM ttoaa wishing to do work should 
support TOM. What you should do If 
you are denied partiapation within 


P.OW Benefit 

a the very same weekend that IRA of action lor us to Mrs However, lor 
tortars rained on HaaMrow Awport, people fte yourselves you hove to make 
Rad Action joined Mow Republcans in a conscious decision to engage in 


organising a benefit night lor Irish Republican politics under constant 
Repubkcan Prisoners of War in the heart tweet of harassment and aneat under 
of London. Red Action has always theWsmousPTAlorstandngif msup- 
emphasised that as wel as poRtcal sup- port of tie Msh freedom slrugtfe when 


port there is an urgent need lor practical you couid be involved in otter forms of 
support and never is Ms more important daas stug^e. You have our deapeat 


W hen London s Insh oommuniy 
turned out in is thousands to 
demonstrate therr anger at tie 
Bloody Sunday massacre n 1072, they 
were battered wi Whaehal by the Met 
pokce. The ensung battle lasted lor 
over an hour The Brtbeh army had 
been metaled on the streets of nation- 
ahst areas wi the Six Countoes lor ieea 
than three years The cold-blooded 
murder of 14 unarmed crviansn Derry 
was the British state's way of saymg 
who was boas The attack on the 
London commemoration was a warn- 
ng to the "trcflp*e*to he doam Barely 
credible then that 22 years later the 
pokce - supposed viams ol Me piece- 
were cast into the role ol protectorate 
ol the 1994 commemoration march at 
the behest of the march's orgarwsers. 
the Troops Out Movement Even leas 
credtole was the motiey assortment 
Irom the Bnbsh left, untied only by Mew 
avowed and oft stated anti-republican¬ 
ism. who offered their services as 
stewards lor Me march Contrary to Me 
dawned turnout of 2,500 by TOM. no 
more then 000 people look part tn the 
march (It Me pattern ol oMer now 
defunct marches repeats itself. Men m 
a couple of years they may wel be 
insisting 000 took part) This «s hardly 
surprising gr/en Mat just a week before 
the march not a single poster adverts 
wig it was to be seen wi Kitoum • home 
to London s largest Insh community 
Not lor Me first tome did TOM dspiay 
such scant regard to Me memory ol 
those who tel on Bloody Sunday or 
indeed to Me task ol bukting effective 
Insh sobdanty work wi Britain Despite 
forewarning ol tasoat opposition to the 
march. TOM. both Mo year and last, 
refused to take heed and seize Me 
opportunity to unity Republicans, 
socialists and anti fascists wi delance 
ol Me march. No. tar better. 4 would 
seem, to be held up for two hours last 
year whist the pokce dopersed up to 
300 fascists blocking Me route of the 
march, or indeed. Mis year, to demand 
pokce protection via Labour MPs Rod 
Action is pragmatic enough to under¬ 
stand the need to negotiate wih Me 
pokce over Me route of a proposed 
march and other arrangements, we 
would be looksh to take an ultra-left 
position on this we have negotiated 
with the pokce when necessary regard¬ 
ing proposed activity However we 
have never asked for pokce protection 
It « mconceivabte that we would rely 
on a pro-impenakst force to protect 
anto-wnpenakst actovty To TOM 4 o 
preferable to rely on Me forces of wnpe- 
naksm to protect an anto-wnpenakst 
march • the alternative « tar more 
unpalatable That would involve the 
motxksation of all those concerned with 
the development of an Insh sobdanty 
movement and anti fascist forces pre¬ 
pared to confront a fascist counter¬ 
demonstration Of course. Mat would 
indude both Rod Action and Anto- 
Fascat Action Apart from the insult of 
a tetter received less Men a week prior 

to the march, neither Red Action nor 
AFA were wivrted to be involved wi any 
of the stewardmg plans for Me march 
neither last year nor tha One result of 
caking on a large pokce operation to 
allow Me march to go ahead was that 
AFA. who mobilised to oppose Me fas¬ 
cists rather than stand behind a pokes 
cordon, were treated by the pokes as if 
THEY were the counter demonstrators' 
(After AFA ebapersed. 00 CIS ventured 
into Kitoum to smash windows and 
threaten customers of a pub used by 
AFA stewards earlier in the day) Red 
Action t refusal to take part wi TOWs 
charade apparently left a tew TOM 


through boM articles in our paper and TOM twm bttn 

what we bakeve were contest, busig- peedlcl Iwm Mia alwee epffo» 

"•*. documrt, 2* ***.*• X" 

•nwg^oMmlnanglrahaaWaf. ?«»«*»" *£» jW 

wiifi.ehtfr.i.«i um* to Rntan swv* Me ssus of stnpeearchmg ine tour 


Hy/wtihdrawai work in Britain Since wm mue a Hiewuwg. inewur 
iw.dMpitourtl'oitt.tonMtoMS «**» «»• •pof*»d WNiBMtf 
not grasped and. A anyfiirg. th* sNu*- < *•* <* 

Hon ia now worse Man we envisaged i Campaign Agamst Domestic violence, 
would bo. fit* TOM match, doopoe •» Connoty AanoMon ondomongM 
national moMutiont continues to o»iefl, wLjtxxi MPs openad «*• 
•hnrtt m bod) tin and ngnfcanc* codyonco In di. Houo o ol 

Th. BCPwho.lotitecratll.il least Commons. Four pifttc ma adnga mn 
recognised that al was not wal have, hald tmund tw ootediy. a d amomtm- 
to thee complete detnment. lumod tha ton. otudem and Ma unton brarrttaa 
August Insh Fraadom Movamant tddremed and otMivtawa arranged 

ttmohatratjoninto a CampWgn £ "SSTSJSllS 

Against MttttartanvCND stylo i»m- The Wh Poat Gtaalar Manchaalar 
boras at an allsmpt to broadan as (the BatAo atoo comtetad a bra atttnnsw 
RCP] support Tha Birmingham w» a republican mpreaeniatnre mtta 
Hungar-Strlk. Commemoration, mid^ m tw tour tw speake rs ^sro 
along mdt the Leninists Easter racatad to Batml A«wrantly protoert 
demonstration vacated fnrntt* taco hod boon bmodtod Somoorto on toa 
of the earth tong ago. The organaon of wda ol tie watar had not boon auW- 
too Manchaatar Martyrs commamo- **•"** 

"•on. who si 1990 dwnad Mppon lngtoto. tOMrahd N.now y.OJ rt 
from ‘e few loss than t 1000 and 1°** Alhough the situation was 
whose response to Red Acltorts pro- raaoteed wfMln days, an wivtiation to 


Man in the caee of support work for prte- rented and sdntndon. 

oner* and foe* tamttei As staled else- wewoMdfcetoueeMeopporSrttypre- 

where in Mia laaue Irteh sokdariy work o by MU fundon to id* teaues 

ruining te anal time tow and yet Me ref- whkM we feel are ktportent tor people 

event tofffeteT support group* appear »* youreefvee to become involved in 

effher unable or umtehig to take steps to over Ma catena vear 

mckfy Mis affusion Owing an eacalant ^ . . _ _ ___ 

AtaA/\AA/i sRawwIaH k^< * Iawia i- rrwari a ® Hw RP W IfWte 

evening anenoeo uf a urge crowa i _ __^ u c#w^wi in 

rtti a I mm —i ^ mnri - MlMjliaOnOG COlliPW if 

suDstamiai sum was ranea ana spew- ^ nnuemmu 

__ -* _ oj .Ugiaite. i (rrrr nOVpiDP IWc VJQVfnWTwfl 

P* fSK npSMyW ™ biaii M tc. 

__ f%/ MAi- -i-i > U Ma pUDwSnOQ WtpT Has DVCOnp WWW 19 IP 

Mepubwcen pum new cepeve wi oovi ^_ ^ 

to -a i —i —a -*■ • Mi — rpipi nwon i np wwn aap wp iwu 

Brttawi and Ireland, vie former oy me son tt 

ng a , mnn -m Ciyiarvf Q/jkt years iO p^vXWCr ano a nay iwx^eig wu 

ot a anwxj pnsonac fi tnoana ooa* ^> - ^ ..a.^ 

rnrf w-it ar i t-iniru. uisi insn prisoners wi cngHn fan wno 

are repnrneo Deww have temiy oorvieclone in Me North of 

MfNomrades. Me Republican )f#tand ahoufo be granted temporary 
v,/Prisoners of War held hostage in ax terded transfer' to a pneon here In 
Beimenh Pnscn take thw opportunity to ^ to taciktate contact with their 


potato wi 1901 was to expel our date- addrea. a 500 strong stnke commilee 
gates now shuffle 
through Longsight 
along wih a couple 
of dozen others 
mtwnbkng to them¬ 
selves. * m are 
not about to go 
a*ay * The state 
have also been 
able, at teas! tem- 
poraniy. to bury Me 
Edinburgh Jamee 
Connolly march 
and targe sections 
of so-called 
Republicans and 
lefties must shoul¬ 
der at least part of 
the blame due to 
their complete 
mdrfterence Some 
may feel that a 
number ot these 
criticisms are 
harsh and may feet 
entitled to ask what 
alternatives Red 
Action ottos First 

T?.” “Ireland is the key to the 1 

ous organisations * 

and committees 

responsible hx l«h soManty/w-d,. 

drawal work m Bntawi must recognae f.PN engagement a» a Nago 

that their impenetrable nature has Women s Conference wi front d 000 

meant that there has been a complete de ‘ #0 * te8 ****T 

tack of new ideas, wiput and dweebon propaganda dnndend tortert Even 

This along wiM blatant sectarianism. 

has meant Mat not only have they N ** 

failed to gam influence amongst any position to wind down work wi M« 

section of the Brtosh wortung class but 

also that the the oarticioation of Me establishment figures omy, men we 
Insh community a at an all time tow be4ev ® "J* 0 * - * 

Rtd Actloo has as part ol tts work 

wttotn AFA. helpad at ovgarttsatg »td 

stewarontg an anWascot march and Honey W I » «» 

camtval in London .East and attraebng bWsaaonotlrwh wort al a b maoln amg 

3.500 and 10.000 mspacttvaly (Thr. TS’toSL^TSn^ 

was at 1991 vtoae ana-fascism was stA h * < * "T*, * 

considered untashwnabte) We have ** ** 

organised peopte from as tar as Dubkr 
and London to eppoae the ban on Me 

Jamee Connolly Commemoration Me potential of becoming.like the 
march wi Edwiburgh. participated wi Me Algerian inim> ? > nts " Fran c * 

Free Detale Ellis Campaign, organ- column wihm Me oppressor country 
«ed a speaking tour tor relatives of 
women republican prisoners who were 
stnp-searched and we are presently 

mvofved in a number of miialivea wi ff” ** *o 'nova kxvsri I. Aa 

support of Insh Rspubkcan POWs 

These are pat a tow of Ms proiacts 

Ratf Action has partiapatsd In over 

Me years The pomt we are making • 

Mat Me skis teamed and Me skis of 

others, mdudmg a number of mttvidual cnbaem we can expod « Mer ^ Pro- 
members of the aforementioned Pf* ** dsmosed as nopmeoy 
groups »t«h as TOM. should be <*»■ 

encotngsd and alowad to have «t 

eztx *.**.*. 

esffy and dsmocraticaiy. and treating ^ hppetessfy ^pian 
peopte wih reapect.lhat we wi ba abte The clock is ticking, 
to begm lummg around Me present si- 



“Ireland is the key to the British revolution ” 


how else can they explain a small 
number of the march's organisers 
threatening a tone RA member later 
that night? Betwwl this farce ke serious 
applications, narnety the hPure, i any 
ot the anti-impenakst movement of 
England. Scotland and Walts Red 
Action takes no pleasure from the fact 
that as far back as tha late 
etghtiea/earty nineties we identified 


convey our fraternal greetings to all our when Me Ferrers Report was 

comradaa who are endeavouring to announced « was given a cautious 
rates funds tor poMcal prisoners tonight ^eicom e as 4 was by no masns a hi 
Your support on tha occasion and aoiukon to the (SRculbes e x perienced by 
throughout Me year a greeffy appreaat- Rspubkcan prisoners and our famiss 
ed by ua al. Fund ratewig te an wnportant we would urge everyone gathered hare 

IwawwjJe Aa-3 k> m 11 w —1 w e/OAiAki Mil Mill e>H ia 

torngnt to D 6 C 0 m 6 ®cuwy invofvfia ti 
4T the campaign to have our comrades 

_ transferred We need maximum unity on 

tha issue to force Me British Home 
Offioe to honour its obkgabons wi relation 
to Me transfer ol Irteh prisoners in 
Engksh piis 

Equaly important to ua is you continued 
support wi Me Campaign Against Stop 
Searches On Monday 7 March Ma 
Belfast Appeal Court rejected the dawn 
- by Me women poktical pnsoners wi 
Maghaberry Mat the rroas stnp search 
of March 2 1992 was wivakd and there- 
tore iegal What the Appeal Court has 
done by its judgement is to give a legal 
sanction to Me physical and sexual 
mSTi assault of woman poktical prisoners at 
any time wi the fulurs under Ms guise of 
security' For the rest of Mew sentences 




^1 thrMt a r ®P eal anack hanging over 
JP them The only person now in s position 
to prevent such assaults «the Secretary 
SiQjr of Stale for Me North . Patrick Maybe* 
vgted YVbai is needed now a a revitalised and 
ongoing campaign to end Me pokey of 
stnp searches once and for al 
As everyone knows we pnsoners are a 
symptom ot the political conflict in 
Ireland it Mere was an end to Me con- 
fket al prisoners would be released as a 
consequence of any negotiated settle- 
merit The search for a permanent 
iKte peace wi Ireland ia of crucial importance 
not only tor peopte wi Ireland but ateo tor 
the wortung class peopte of Steam. We 

•itish revolution” SkSHSsSI 

initiative The Bteoh Government must 
part of Me struggle tor Insh fraadom and be laced wiM Me only feesJbto option in 
Me support of comrades kka yourselves relation to is faked pokey in Intend. And 
on a continuous baste bnngt Me reaolu- that is to leave ua in peaoe to determine 
toon of Me war in Ireland nearer There ou own tutun free from Bteoh mterfer- 
can be no doubt but that Me Repubkcan ence. 

movement a setting Me agenda boM Then can be no internal British solution 
pokticaly and militarily and Mat wa are to the oonfkct m the Six Counties 


making progress on al fronts 


The otey solution is to grant the Irish 


Sucooeso instil end e» con oontnbute peopte complete national seN-detemw- 
to Ma/ success everyone has span to nation Whto i would be deswabte to 
play r tv struggle Forward to victotyf have Uniontet ooroent to Ma process of 
i(\A/e Me Repubkcan Pnsoners ol national reconcteslion they cannot have 
Wwar would Ike to take Mia oppor- a veto on political progress Mte wi lead 
(unity to thank al ou comradaa and to a permanent pesos, 
fnands wi London who have worked in we poktocel prisoners are fuky behind 
support of Repubkcan prisoners and ou the efforts of ou Party and others to 


famikes overtha past year. 


achieve a permanent peaoe wi Ireland 


In particular, we would Ike to thank you We ask you to stand wiM ua and 
for the hospitality and generosity which together we can go forward to a ne w and 
was shown to our relatives when they prosperous future free from British 
traveled to England ss part of Me Anti- exploitation and control of ou country 
Stnp Search Tou Traveling anywhere Lot everyone leave here tonight deter- 
to speak al public meetings m often an mined tfid commuted to support Irish 
ordeal tor any relatives so you support poktical pnsoners in the year ahead and 
and kmteiess m caitng tor Mem was to work even harder to and Bteoh occu- 


graatty appreciated by ua al. 


pation of Ireland onoa and tor al. 


Living and working as you do in Ma victory to Makteh People roctekMarte. 

*S>nn.,*eut**nPmc~,dWw- 

task In suiportmg the Rapttokcan stmg- mnii ^ 

gte tor national aai-dstermlnation and 

Me creation of a 32 County democratic *f^ * !*!^ ?**? 

vypmktet tMiiic 11 ireiand wiin 10 m wpi riiiniimu w wvwna 

ba a Rapubkcan 4 you live In to oocu- ^Tghuuid^bertZaattl to 

pled Six Counties. You have a ample 

choice ot either resoling foreign occupe- OreteiCroaa, 


bon or p retending 4 dots not exot. As 51/56 Faffs Rood. 
Republican prisoners we made ou Beffaat 12. 


British cotoniakem was Me right course 


4 



Beyond the Pale , 

Red fiction • PO Box 3355, Dublin 7 


GUNS. MUGS & THE COMMUNITY 



years aner me neigni Of 
the heroin epidemic in 
Dublin drugs ere now a 
bigger problem than they were 
in the early 80'a Community 
workers and vtoo ware involved 
in the fight againet drugs In the 
early 80's, have publicly stated 
max me proown is more wine- 
spread now. A number of fac¬ 
tors have been blamed for this 
level of drug abuse, from the 
return to the scene of recently 
released major pushers like the 
notorious Dunnes to the drug 
culture surrounding the rave 
mueic scene 

HISTORY 

By 1963 most of the inner city 
flat complexes.the most 
deprived and neglected in 
Dublin, had a serious drug 
problem The residents were al 
too used to official neglect and 
prejudee but the sght of heran 
ravaging the youth of the* areas 
was too much The people 
decided to fight back. Early 
1963 saw the roots of what was 
to become the Concerned 
Parents Against Drugs 
(CPAD) formed at a public 
meeting in the north side 
Hardwick Street flats. Soon 
afterwards the south inner city 
flat complexes began to get 
organised. It was the local resi¬ 
dents who called public meet¬ 
ings to gauge support for the 
fight against drugs Support was 
overwhelming once people 
overcame their xvtiai fear of the 
drug pushers. CPAD tactics 
were persuasion where p ossible 
and confrontation where neces¬ 
sary These tactics carried with 
them the very real threat of 
retaliation from the drug push¬ 
ers. given tie huge amounts of 
money being made from drugs 
In fact very Kite retaliation took 
piece, tie most senous incident 
Demg me snooting ana wouna- 
mg of a man thought to be a 
member of the CPAD in St 
Theresa's Gardens The reason 
tor toe lack of retakabon was toe 
strength of support for the 
CPAD and the dis-orgamsed 
state of the pushers, most being 
small time pushers with no 
backup The perceived threat of 
IRA retaliation also played a 
part 

The sight of ordinary working 
class people organising and tak¬ 
ing control of their lives struck 
terror into the hearts of the 
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esiaoMsnmenr int meoa poc- 
trayed the CPAD as lawless, 
violent vigilantes beating up 
anybody even suspected of tak¬ 
ing drugs The pokes began to 
put more effort into harassing 
the anb drugs actMsts than they 
did the pushers. In a further 
effort to enminabse the CPAD 
in 0 rneota Aflogoo ika inwirsoon 
of the anti drugs movement 
They used the involvement ol 
Smn F«n members in CPAD as 
a basia for this aNegabon The 
RTE television programme 
Today TonghTM an VxpasS* 
of IRA mfktrabon of tie CPAD. 
After gaining the trust of the 
Conoemed Parents and promis¬ 
ing not to sensationalise the 
drugs issue, the program mak¬ 
ers produced a documentary 
which concentrated more on 
Sinn F4in involvement in the 
CPAD and the violence sur- 
rounding tie esmpsign, than on 
tie seriousness of the drug situ¬ 
ation The media part of the 
establishment was playing its 
part by demonising the CP AO 
movement Increasing their 
efforts to harass tie CPAD the 
pokes began using known drog 


pushers as witnesses against 
the CPAD in court In one case 
four CPAD actMsts were tried m 
the Special Criminal Court, the 
court for political offences, for 
trying to evict a drug pusher 
The pusher was used as part of 
the Prosecution by the state. 
The tour were eventuaky acquit¬ 
ted. Not so lucky m the Special 
Criminal Court were high profile 
CPAD members John 
’Whacker' Humphreys and 
Hugh Cahill who were sent 
down tor one year each lor tie 
evictnn of a pusher xi Balymun 
flats Again the state used the 
pusher as the mam part of the 
Prosecution case The police 
had decided that organised 
working ci s s s people were more 
of a threat than drug pushers 
The establishment also used 
another tactic in trying to neu¬ 


tralise the threat of the CPAD In 
October 1963 the National 
Federation of Communities 
for Action on Drugs (CAD) 
was formed as a conscious 
alternative to CPAD While the 
CPAD was staunchly working 
class the CAD was rmdde class 
and placed emphasis on work¬ 
ing with the state agencies and 
on educational work The 
Archbiehop of Dubkn was instru¬ 
mental m the establishment of 
the CAD and the Deputy 
Commieaioner of Pofcce person¬ 
ally liaised with the CAD The 
then Labour Minster for Health 
Barry Desmond, who refused to 
meet an elected delegation from 
the CPAD because he damned 
they were infiltrated by Sinn 
Fein, attended the National 
Conference ot CAD with the 
promiee of Government finance 

THE VIOLENCE 

Without a doubt the campaign 
against the drug pushers was 
violent at times This was 
inevitable given the possible 
orAcome options - toe contami¬ 
nation by drugs of anotoer gen¬ 
eration of young people or toe 
opportunity to live in a drug free 
environment. There were 
instances of pushers being 
beaten up. some hed toe* flats 
burnt out or wrecked and a 
house bought by a pusher with 
drug money was gutted by fire 
In a siuebon where people had 
watched a whole generation 
destroyed by heroin and the 
children growing 14 ) surrounded 


by drug addiction playing among 
the used needtes it is surprising 
that the campaign was not even 
more violent The people witom 
these communities had every 
right to use whatever means 
necessary to protect their chil¬ 
dren and communities 
By 1966 most of the big pushers 
had been jailed and the smaler 
pushers forced out of toe areas. 
Ironically the reasons for the 
success of police actions 
against the pushers was down 
to the CPAD. By forcing the 
pushers onto the streets they 
became more vulnerable to 
pokce operations and, impor¬ 
tantly. the success of CPAD 
forced the pokce to act against 
the pushers for fear of CPAD 
becommg even more popular, a 
fact not lost on some members 
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the isikng of the mayx drug sup 
pliers a lull appeared in the 
Dubkn drug scene Heroin was 
st* a problem rt wasn't so open¬ 
ly available as it had been previ¬ 
ously and a lot of the inner dty 
flat complexes were relatively 
drug free 

The early 90 s have seen the 
drug problem reach ensa level 
again Community activists 
compare the situation 
unfavourably with the 1960 s In 
the intervening years heroin had 
at* been a problem but the two 
maior factors mftuencmg toe nse 
m drug abuse were the release 
from jail of some of the big drug 
suppliers and the drug culture 
surroundmg the hugely popular 
Rave dance scene People with 
experience of fighting heroin 
were not prepared lor the 
appearance of a "designer drug 
like Ecstacy Ecstacy hadn't got 
the horrific connotationa that 
heroin had. it was seen as a 
Tun’drug without the disastrous 
consequences of heroin. An 
activist with the St. Catherine s 
Combined Communities CPAD 
explains that wito Smack people 
knew what to be on the lookout 
for but E' crept into the areas 
hand in hand with the Rave 
scene, young people who 
wouldn't touch smack were 
taking E'. The CPAD believe 
this willingness to experiment 
with Fled directly to heroin. 

In the 60 s after the jailing of 
m*jor suppkers the drug supply 
market had fragmented with 
numerous small pushers sup¬ 
plying their own areas Some of 


the infamous Dunne families' 
relatives had involved them¬ 
selves in the drug business. 
Without the bottle for the more 
dangerous crtmxial activities like 
aimed robbery these small tome 
pushers set up a drug supply 
network which was ripe for 
exploitation when the drug 
■ herons’ were released from 
prison. The Dunnes now 
account for the majority of drugs 
supplied m the south smer dty. 
They no longer hands the drugs 
themselves but have a network 
of pushers working for them 
supplied from London through 
two of toe brothers. Shame and 
Boyo Dunne An associate of 
the Dunnes. Jemmy Ganbey. a 
also a big suppler in the south 
inner dty. Jemmy and his broth¬ 
er John have been involved xi 
drugs since the early 80's. 
CPAD forced them out of the 
Dolphin House flat complex in 
1983 and out of Tallaght in 
1984. John Gantley s newly 
acquired house, said to be 
worth over £90,000 then, was 
mysteriously burned to the 
ground 

In the Oliver Bond flats the 
Wilson brothers are the mam 
suppkers One even bves in his 
new luxury apartment nearby 
while dealing out of a flat x> the 
complex. An associate of the 
Wilsons who • pushing drugs is 
Martin Foley, who the IRA 
abducted during their enquires 
into drug pushing in 1984 
Foley's abduction resulted in 
four IRA Volunteers receiving 
long pnson sentences In the 
north inner city a pusher with a 
reputation going back to the 
80 s is again a major supplier 
Once dubbed King Scum' by 
the Sunday Work! newspaper 
Anthony Fellom was jailed in 
1965. On his release he contin¬ 
ued sefcng drugs and is one of 
the biggest pushers m the area 
Compared with the 80 s the 
campaign against drugs is on a 
much lesser scale today A 
number of factors are responsi¬ 
ble for this The shock value of 
heroin being sold on Dublin 
streets has dissipated, some 
activists simply got worn out 
etc. One important factor was 
State agency funding. 
Community activists found that 
by not rocking the boat and 
wortung with the State agencies 
fundmg could be obtained from 
these agencies Insisting on 
independence could result in a 
lack of fundmg As with the set¬ 
ting up of CAD it was in the 
mterests of the middle class pro¬ 
fessionals in these agencies to 
marginalise any independent 
community activity such as the 
Concerned Parents Now the 
fight against drugs is harder as 
the pushers are armed and 
much better organised The 
pushers willingness to kilt was 
demonstrated last Halloween 
when a south inner city pusher. 
Frank Rodgers, was shot dead 
during a drug feud. A member of 
CPAD has also had shots fired 
through his window 
Victimisation by the police still 
occurs One anti drugs activist 
interviewed told how he has 
been constantly harassed by the 
police and even strip searched 
under toe Mouse of Drugs Act 
A CPAD actvtst. Mick Kearney, 
was jaked for 5 years for having 
a shotgun to protect his family 
against pushers He had been 
attacked at work, driven out of 
ho house, had the windows of 
his new house smashed and 
finally, had photos of himself 
and his kids sent to his new 


house with death threats The 
pokce told him they cfcdn t have 
the manpower to ensure ho pro¬ 
tection With every right to pro¬ 
tect himself and his family 
Kearney bought a shotgun only 
to have ho house raided by the 
police and he was arrested 
Kearney was sentenced to 5 
years while sxmiar cases have 
resulted in suspended sen¬ 
tences 

While there is not the huge 
numbers involved as m the 80 s 
those left have proved to be bet¬ 
ter organised and successful in 
rooting out the pushers The tri¬ 
angle of Vicar Street flats. 
Marrowbone Lane flats and 
School Street flats m the south 
inner dty. once the worse affect 
ed area in Dublin, are relativity 
drug free after a 9 month long 
battle The CPAD are under no 
illusions about the success of 
their campaign They realise 
that by forcing the pushers from 
one area they are just moving 
toe problem to somewhere else 
An activist from St Catherine s 
Combined Communities CPAD 
explained that they are not 
equipped to deal with a oty wide 
problem and that their priority 
was cleaning up their own 
areas They are wilting to help 
other areas organise but areas 
have to start the battle them¬ 
selves While the CPAD con¬ 
centrates maxily on stopping the 
pushers selling they advocate 
proper treatment for addicts 
They realise that sending 
addicts to prison, where drugs 
are readily available, is no solu¬ 
tion CPAD want addicts to be 
sent to treatment centres where 
they might actually have a 
chance to get off drugs CPAD 
have m the past sent adrkets to 
the Le Patriarche centre in 
France but a Workers Party-cre¬ 
ated controversy and lack of 
resources meant this could not 
be continued 

CPAD also realise that there 
must be facilities for the young 
people of the area to ad as an 
alternative to drugs With this in 


rrvnd St Catherine's Combined 
Communities have begun fund 
raising to butt a sports complex 
m the area Dublin Corporation 
has gven them a local bukftng 
to renovate It has been made 
known that fundmg is available 
on condition that control of the 
scheme is handed over to the 
Labour Minister for Employment 
Ruam Quinn Quinn has again 
resorted to the old allegations of 
‘Provo front’ as an excuse to 
deny funding The real reasons 
behind Quinn's sabotaging of 
fundmg is the fear of a working 
dass community being seen to 
be able to control its own affairs 
The St Catherines 
Communities are insisting that 
as it is their scheme they will not 
relinquish control to the State 
agencies 

The Left's attitude to this gen¬ 
uine instance of working class 
people taking control of their 
lives has also been pathetic 
From the Socialist Workers 
Movement's denunciation of 
CPAD as vigilantes, to the sen 
ous damage done to the anti 
drugs campaign by the Workers 
Party s allegations of addicts 
being kept against their will m 
France, the left in Dublin has 
been a hindrance to the CPAD 
Smn F 6 m are the only group on 
the left who can damn any credi 
brlity from the fight against the 
drug pushers Contrary to the 
allegations ol Smn F 6 m infiltra¬ 
tion of CPAD. the Smn F4m 
activists actuary belonged to toe 
working class communities 
under threat and had every right 
to involve themselves in the 
fight against drugs 
Red Act/on supports the 
Concerned Parents Against 
Drugs campaign We support toe 
right of the communities under 
threat to use any means neces 
sary to proted their community 
and children from the evils of 
drugs 

Red Action thanks the two 
activists from St Catherines who 
were interviewed 



The recent execution of a 
drug pusher and the pun¬ 
ishment shooting of sixteen 
others by the IRA was a 
response to the growing 
availably of drugs in work¬ 
ing class nationalist areas. 

Apart from the obvious 
effect these drugs have on 
the community, the various 
hard drugs are imported 
into the six counties by the 
UVF and sold to their drug 
dealing counterparts In the 
remnants of the IPLO, a 
criminal gang who once 
masqueraded as republi¬ 
cans before they were 
forced to disband by the 
IRA. Most ol the people 
punished recently were 
linked to the IPLO. 

One of the major drug dealers on the Loyalist side la I 
Wright, the loyalist killer from Portadown known as King 
Rat’. This man has personally been involved In sectarian 
killings. The UVF have financed part of their murderous 
campaign through the sale of drugs to both communities 
It Is known that Billy Wright also has links with certain 
Dublin criminals who buy drugs from him. The discovery 
of two valuable paintings In Turkey, stolen from the 
famous Beit art collection, which were in the possession 
of known Loyalists has highlighted their finks with Dublin 
criminals. The paintings were stolen by a leading Dublin 
criminal gang and were later exchanged as part of a 
major drug deal involving Loyalist smugglers 
The fact that these drugs are destroying communities 
both North and South, while profits are also financing the 
slaughter of Innocent nationalists in a sectarian cam¬ 
paign by the UVF should leave us in no doubt about the 
importance of the eradication of drug dealing by any 
means the community demands 
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A CPAD activist had been attacked at work, 
driven out of his house, had the windows of 
his new house smashed and finally, had photos 
of himself and his kids sent to his new house 
with death threats. He was jailed for 5 years 
for having a shotgun to protect his family 
against pushers. 
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I prospect of division Only 

V Labour can defeat the 
BNP We urge everyone who 
cares tor the Island's future, what¬ 
ever their past poUbcat akegmnce. 
to tom us m ensuring a victory for 
democracy, decency and com- 
monsense.' labour Party state¬ 
ment, 'Pulling Together on the 
Island' When Derek Beacon was 
elected as a councillor by 1480 
voters m the Isle of Dogs on 16 
September 1993. the ever-rosy 
perspectives of me ontisn len were 
thrown into chaos The impossfcie 
had happened* A fascist had been 
elected to the council chamber 
One year previously, the Socialist 
Workers Party had identified a 
"wed ot anger and bitterness inside 
the working class" at rwng unem 
ployment. poor housing, health 
cuts etc They saw the battle over 
pit closures which led to massive 
demonstrations in support ol the 
miners as the begemmg ot a peri¬ 
od when politics will have to be 
calibrated on an entirety different 
scale, judged accontng to entirety 
different criteria.' (Socialiat 
Review November 1992 ) In 
January 1993. SWP leader Tony 
Cktt declared. "Imagine if we had 
15,000 members and 30,000 
supporters, the 21 October miners' 
demonstration could have been 
different Instead of marching 
round Hyde Park, socialists could 
have taken 40 50.000 people to 
parliament If that had happened 
the Tory MPs woukkil have dared 
vote with Michael Hesettme The 
government would have col¬ 
lapsed ’ (Socialiat Worker 
231 93) At the begrvnmg ol 1993. 
the SWP was caMng lor a General 
Strike and the rest ol the Trotskyist 
left was looiung lor ways to sound 
more 'radical" and ‘revolutionary' 
than the SWP Nine months later 
Beackon was declaring that, The 
Bntish people are no longer pre¬ 
pared to be treated as second- 
class citizens m their own country ' 
In May 1994 the BNP stood 28 
candidates in the local elections 
and the National Front contested a 
further 15 seats At a BNP rally in 
December. Steve Smith declared 
that, with the election of Derek 


Beackon. ‘Brian had now proudly 
joined the ranks ol otter European 
nations n resistance' An article m 
the January 1994 ‘British 
Nationalist' reflected on Vie Isle ot 
Dogs success and ventured that. 
"We have now reached the phase 
of growth where further electoral 
success wH generate far more new 
members than simply leafletmg 
thousands of houses at random ’ 
For the BNP, elections were now 
the mam activity ot the party ‘ For 
the left, the issues were equally 
clear cut *Sfop the Nazis on 5 
May ' The way to slop the Nazis’ 
"Work lor Labour'' Labour MP 
Mick Raynstord. writing r Tribune 
on 22 4 94. set down clearly the 
strategy adopted by the Labour 
Party to counter their defeat m Vie 
previous Mtfwtf by-election *. the 
Labour Party has given lop pnonty 
to this campaign m Millwall to 
ensure that everything posaine is 
done to defeat the BNP decisively 
A series ot Millwall Days’ are 
being held when party members 
from at over London are coming to 
help n mass canvassmg seesaw 
These have proved very success¬ 
ful. with around 70 people out on 
the doorstep on each occasion 
Our three local candMeles are at 
working flat out to make contact 
with as many local electors as pos¬ 
sible and to wm their confidence 
and support ' In the name of anb- 
fascism, much of the left, both in 
London and elsewhere, worked to 
secure the election of the Labour 
Party Socialist Organiser: "We 
must campaign for a Labour vote 
on 5 May and knk that campaign 
with a battle in the trade unions 
and Labour Party to make Labour 
fight for decent jobs and homes for 
all' Militant/Youth Against 
Racism In Europe: In the areas 
where the BNP are standing we 
are calling on people to vote 
Labour But we donl just call lor a 
Labour vote In most areas Labour 
councils are carrying out Tory poli¬ 
cies unless local people put 
pressure on Labour councilors by 
campaigning for /obs and services, 
this w# continue' 

Socialist Workers Party 
■Socmksl Worker caks on 4s read 
ers to vote Labour But we need to 


do more Voting atone mV not get 
rid ot the Tones, and it wd certainty 
not get ndoi 9m system * 
Workers Power: '(On 5 May) 
There will be. and should be. a 
massive vole lor Labour No work¬ 
er should vote Tory or Liberal 
Democrat' Working within and 
mobilising electoral support for 
Labour has been part of the lact¬ 
eal armoury of the left since the 
1920 Second Congress of the 
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Russian Commurast leader. Larwi. 
argued that in order to explode the 
futility of reformism and to bring 
communism to pass the Labour 
Party must have a trial m office 
Therefore British communists 
should affiliate their party to the 
Labour Party and oome to arrange¬ 
ments mth l for Vie formation of a 
joint parliamentary block and the 
mutual sharing out of constituen¬ 
cies The basis for the strategy 
was that the Labour leaders, 
'today, represent the opssonolthe 
ma/onty of Bntish workers' and 
must therefore be exposed as 
betrayers of the real interests of 
the wortang class by bemg "put to 
the test of office' This strategy 
was opposed at the feme but was 
justified by Lenm on the basis Vwt. 
"Mtkons ot backward members ate 
enrobed m 9m Labour Party, there¬ 
fore communists should be preaent 
to do propaganda amongst 
them. ' At its formation, the 
Labour Party had encompassed a 
number of strands of socialist 
thought, including a Marxist cur¬ 
rent. but its defining politics were 
provided by Fabianism, which 
asserted the possibility of the 
peaceful transformation of capital¬ 
ist society and an ethical. 
Christian-based 'socialism', 
defined by the Bntish socialist RH 
Tawney as * compromise is as 
mpossble between the Church ol 
Christ and the ideology ol wealth, 
which is the practical religion ot 
capitalist societies, as it was 
between the Church and State 
idolatry of 9w Roman Empire' 

For Tawney and Ns 4k. the depri¬ 
vations borne by the working class 
were caused less by poverty than 
the absence of God from the bves 
of men' (Shades of Tony Blair) 
Until the drawing up of its formal 
constitution in 1918. the Labour 
Party was a federation of trade 
unions, particularly craft unions, 
and political groups such as the 
Fabians, with no clear local or 
national structures and no clear 
purpose beyond support for the 
Liberal Party and vague mtxnakorn 
ot reform The passng ot Vie 1918 
constitution with its declared aim. 
To secure for the producers by 
hand or bran 9w fuk huts ot 9m 
industry, and the most equitable 
distribution thereof that may be 
possible, upon the basis of 
Common OwnershQ oi the means 
ot production, and the best 
obtainable system of popular 
administration and control ot each 
nduatry and service' • has provid¬ 
ed a permanent justiication lor an 
assortment of Leninist and 
TrotokyW groups to taka up work¬ 
ing class peoples' illusions in the 
capacity of the Labour Party to 
deliver any meaningful challenge 
to the political status quo. As 
Workers Power put kin their doc¬ 
ument ‘The Fight For Workers 
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THE WAR OF TH 
POOR AGAINST 
THE POOR 

Labour, the left and 
the BNP 


Power’, 'Socialists stand tor a 
majority Labour government, not 
because we have ta4h ai 9w rotten 
programmes and leaders of the 
Labour Party but becauee we want 
to put 9m Musiona 9wt mmons ot 
working people have n Labour to 
the lest of office WNst revolubon- 
ary socialists themselves may be 
devoid ot Hustons in Labour, mil¬ 
lions of workers are not. despite 
the experience ot past Labour gov¬ 
ernments. ’ Accepting the sincerity 
ot the argument advanced at laoe 
value. I la st* Offlcul to reconcfle 
Vie lefts'taA of The Aeons'work¬ 
ing class people have in the 
Labour Party with either the history 
of that party's unoondftonal host* 
ty to wortang class interests or toe 
realty of the Labour Party as It is 
today In 1926. a General Strike in 
support of the rreners was sold out 
by the Labour and TOC leaders 
who saw themselves being 
dragged into a head-on conflict 
with the Bnish stele aid drew Vie 
conduwon. "Never agan r As mn- 
ers leader AJ Cook put it. *We 
have been left to continue our 
struggle alone, but not alone, as 
9m rank and hie are sM with us. 
they did not let us down ' The 
defeat and forced return to work of 
the miners marked the begvmmg 
of years of long-term unemploy¬ 
ment n Vie coaMekta In 1928. AJ 
Cook's experience ol defeat and 
betrayal at the hands of the 
LabourTUC bureaucracy led him 
to produce a document. “Our 
Case for a Socialist Revival*', 
which said of the Labour constitu¬ 
tion, *V every measure was ear¬ 
ned Vwn we would not have social¬ 
ism but rationalised capitalism, m 
which the mam industries of the 
country remained m the hands of 
the exploiting capitalist class * 
Some illusions 1 The Labour gov¬ 
ernment of 1945-51 butft the wel¬ 
fare stale on the back of Vie post¬ 
war boom With European industry 
m rums. Bntish factories began to 
fi a gap m the ntemabonal market 
place which allowed Labour tern- 
poranly to preside over condrtions 
of near-toll employment WVh eco¬ 
nomic decline in the '60s. it was 
the Wilson government which m 
1966 introduced a legally binding 
wage freeze lor six months and a 
subsequent period of severe 
restramt in the 70s. Vie rakonafc- 
sabon ol Bntish capital demanded 
aHy-fct on workplace orgamakons 
and the Tones, under Heath, mtro- 
duced Vie Industrial Relations Act 
Between 1972 and 74. a wave of 
strikes forced a general election 
which led to toe 1974-79 Labour 
Government Heath called the 
eiectnn on the question "Who runs 
the country, the miners or the gov¬ 
ernment’’ He lost John Davies, 
the Tory Industry messier, toU Ns 
children 1973 might be the last 
Chnstmas they would be able to 
enjoy For the left, the return of a 
minority Labour government in 
1974 is a remarkable victory - 
■When workers broke a Tory gov- 
emmentr as the SWP describe It. 
But the 1974-79 Labour govern¬ 
ment instituted a succession of 
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in® ouicnenng ot pudhc services 
which the Thatcher government 
siezed on wNh such vigour and a 
senes of wage controis m colusion 
with the TUC which was intended 


to make ordinary working people 
meet Vie cost of a baianoe-of-trade 
deficit which stood at six per cent 
of GNP The Winter of Discontent, 
when low-paid council workers 
went on strike m defence of their 
fast-deeftning living standards, was 
me oeatn Knei oi me soon oefno- 
crake consensus which had been 
engmeered as a result of the post¬ 
war boom The period 1974-79 
must be judged as a squandered 
opportunity Working class dmlu- 
s*on with Labour was such that, 
having brought down a govern¬ 
ment in 1974, sections of the work¬ 
ing class movement were drawn 
into the struggle in turn with 
Heath's Labour successors 
Throughout, the left kept up Us enk- 
cal sokdanty with Labour, even as 
Labour moved to dram the blood 
from the organised workmg dess 
The result was toe 1979 Thatcher 
government and 15 years of 
unabated attacks on our class The 



1974 Labour government 
promised an 'irreversible shift of 
wealth and power” By 1994 that 
shift has taken place • but in favour 
of the ruling class and at our 
expense By 1979 working class 
disillusion with Labour was such 
that trade union branches were 
debating disaffiliation from the 
Labour Party The left's pro- 
labourism had submerged an earli¬ 
er tradition of working class self- 
organisation to such an extent that 
toe only options available n 1979 
were attacks by a Labour govern¬ 
ment or attacks by a Tory govern¬ 
ment. and that dwkusion came to 
nothing. Current Labour policy 
envisages turning the remaining 
stale-owned companies into "pub¬ 
lic interest companies' operating 
under the same financial regime as 
the private sector Shadow 
Chancellor Gordon Brown sug¬ 
gests. INe also see a kmAed appli¬ 
cation m the provision of private 
finance for pubkcfy-led projects m 
education and health Hisfoncafy. 
there has been a battle between 
pubkc and private as 9 4 a a matter 
of territory The real issue is how 
you can have private and pubhc 
sectors working in 9m pubkc inter¬ 
est'Even Tony Benn. long-time 
champion of Vie lebour left, senses 
the malaise. The only political 
choice seems to be between two 
management teams, both commu¬ 
ted to the management of 9m sta¬ 
tus quo The leadership seems 
determined not to commit itself 
firmly to any pokems, least of al 
those which might involve higher 
pubkc expenditure, lor fear of an 
electoral backlash ’The Guardian, 
which never fails to support the 
Labour Parly, describes Labour as 


having a “hole where the heart 
ought to be*, and existing on *a 
Conservative Ms-support system " 1 
In Sheffield. Vie Labour council « P 1 
seeking to force through E39 mil- La 
lion ol cut. Tame side council in ^ 
Greater Manchester Is being t0 
investigated because of financial F( 
irregularities in its dealing with * 
Tameside Enterprises Ltd which m 
rune council homes tor toe elderly * 
One journalist has described At 
labour as 'competing with the * 
Tories in asking voters which P f 
undertaker they would prefer lo u 
look after the corpse of local * 
democracy ' The reality le that ** 
most working dass people have no 8 
more «us<ons m Labour than they cl 
have in the Tories or the Liberal 
Democrats. In the absence of any ^ 
other alternative Labour might * 
sometimes seem like the best a 
option but equaVy the success of * 
the Liberals m local elections has ,a 
been paved by Labour corruption ■* 
and inefficiency. According to (° 
Workere Power, 'The Liberal M 
Democrats should be excluded of 
from any anti-fascist united front Fl 
because they are an open hour to 
geois party', whereas Labour * 
'remains a bourgeois workers "J 
party, pnxapkaM. but baaed on w 
the trade unions and capable of “ 
being pressurised by the working 
class to take acton on ts behalf' fh 
For the pro-Labour left, the lact 51 
that Labour is "pnxapitaksr has m 
less signicance than its purported ** 
" working class base' Meanwhile. * 
TUC leader John Monks has just P* 
suppressed an opinion pol which to 
revealed 56 per ceN of Vie general n 
pubkc supported a one-dey pubkc m 
sector strike As Workere P ower m 
themselves explain it The mem- n 
bars wanted a strike. The TUC 04 
didn't So ... it ignored the mem- * 
bers ' So much for "being pres Tl 
sunsed to take action * Not only a ™ 
this kind of bukshit confusing. 4 n « 
now dangerous When toe pokkcai * 
status quo is seen to colapse, the a 
possibility exists of a break either 
to the left or Vie n^k V no pokkcai 
force exwts to the left, toe vacuum ■ 
is filled from the nght In Italy a I 
right-wing coalition led by media 
magnate Silvio Berlusconi, and 
incorporating both the right-wing 
federate! Northern League and toe 
fascist MSI. has come to power f 
Berlusconi presented his alliance 
as having ttoan hands', after two 
years ot political turmoil during H 
which Italy's 'old order' ■ the 
Christian Democrats and Socialists 
were revealed as conupi puppets 
of the Mafia MSI leader. 
Guntrwco F«y st toe start of toe 
election campaign was able lo 
declare "We stand tor the history 
and culture ol the Itakan people * 
The left was represented in the 
elections in the form of the 
Progressive ARiance which includ¬ 
ed the Democratic Left (the old 
CP). Commumsl Refoundation la 
left-Stalmist group) in cokuswn with 
the Socialist Party and toe Popular 
Party (ex-Chnslian Democrats) 
These latter two had already been 
caught with their fingers m the t# 
they were the ToU order* In 1992, 

Italy was racked by general strikes 
against cuts in living standards 
factory occupations and mass 
demonstrations against govern 
ment corruption Two years later, 
toe MSI were part of a government 
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whicti Vie Italian press recog- 

E rind «l The most right wmg 
tinea Mussolini' The 
Progressive Alliance had 
committed itself to carrying 
through the austerity pro¬ 
gramme • privatisation, pb 
cuts, attacks on welfare - of 
tie outgoing Ctompi govern¬ 
ment. The left-moving 
Communist Refoundation 
was in bed with a crew of 
political criminals • the 
remnants of the 
Soaakst/Chhstian Democrat 
parties Poet election inafysls 
revealed the left vote was 
strongest wftwi the judxawy, 
the intelligentsia and the 
labour bureaucracy. 
Berlusconi s Forza Italia 
mearwrtde lopped the pol In 
Sesto San Giovanni. an 
industrial suburb of Milan 
whose loyalty to the left had 
earned it the nickname 
‘Italy * Stalmgrad' Another 
‘rad' bastion stormed by 
Berlusconi's troops was Porto 
Maghera. an mdustnal port 
near Vance Faced wVh a left 
wmen nao aiKjneo RS6f wnn 
the status quo. or a vigorous right- 
wing alliance which included two 
parties the MSI and Northern 
League, which the ‘oid order had 
tf 68160 as panans * ino iiaaan eiec- 
torate jumped to the right As 
Fausto Bertinotti. Communist 
Refoundations General Secretary, 
was forced to concede: *7he lalt 
hat been beaten bacausa it ltd not 
appear corwstanty as an aflame- 
Vie tore* a#) a dear political and 
programmatic profile and because 
at. a whole, it <td not act as a unf¬ 
ed moveme nt .' In the Isle of Doge, 
die BNP presented themseNes as 
a radtoai option to a white wortung 
class which knew it had been 
betrayed by the status quo. In IWy. 
the same phenomenon repeated 
itself on a national scale In both 
cases, the left was seen as part of 
the status quo. the moat ‘radical' 
lace of that status quo • but. 
Vwough its association with Labour 
(or in Italy, the Progressive 
Aftance) an apologist lor the sins 
of Its masters all the same 
Fundamental. Vie left entirety faV 
to understand the real nature of 
fascism As Workers Power put N 
‘Who forma that movement?’ 
Historically, it hat been the least 
con6&iv6 ana sommnsne sacnons 
of society ■ the people who reeent 
the power and privileges of the 
tuper-rich but hate and fear the 
working dess even more ... I has 
traditionary been based m layers of 
He mMe detest ... ailed to des¬ 
perate layers who have been 
forced out of the rest of society, 
inducting the professional criminals 
who prey on working dess com- 
muntim.. Finely, fascism sans to 
reexport* and organise the least 
organised, most despamng sec¬ 
tions of the working dess itself ’ 
This is a complete inversion of 
reanry rmotje class wmsts purport- 
mg to operate m the name of the 
working class, while the ultra- 
oonaervatNs. pro-capitalist tar n^it 
recruit tootaoktef* from the work¬ 


ing dass. In easanoa. fascism « 
class-collaborationist - It employ s 
coercion to produce a lake tense 
of ’citizenship’, but both at Its 
inception and In power It requires 
Vie active elaboration of at least a 
section of the working dass to suc¬ 
ceed (Luigi VMart. a taadst histo¬ 
rian. n an article The CM Strife m 
Italy 1919-22 describes how a 
'systematic assault was delivered 
against the Red organisations, 
erhtia at fie same time new labour 
unions on a patriotic basis were 
created and attracted masses of 

mXWrs WHO WmW OnPO Or Wm TWO 

tyranny and exactions.') The bro¬ 
ken promises and vacillations of 
the left open up a space tor the 

a -A/«AArta I . rtrtlin Hi ■ n.nrtrtnn 

lasctsi agenoa wunm ma wonung 
dass The left tafcs a lot of learning 
lessons from Millwall and from 
Berlusconi's victory in Italy It has. 
■I pracoce leamea notning wn6fi 
HVIer came to power m Germany, 
the Stalinists shrugged and said. 
‘After Hitler, our turn ’ The left 
sneers at those 'readily tooled by 
fascism s 'radical' rhetoric’and 
promises itself it will inherit fas¬ 
cism's base within the working 
class once f as c ism 's ‘anti-capital¬ 
ism' is proved to be a Is. Militant 
de scri be Vie s uocess of Berlusconi 
as ‘as setback for the working 
dass. but tie an electoral defeat 
nothing more." For them, 'The 
whip of counter revolution wtil force 
workers to fight back and show 
clearly the need to battle tor a 
socialist revolution‘But the ‘antt- 
caprtaksm' of fascism impacts on 
its working class audience 
because ‘socialist revolution'bom 
the window of a tower block in 
Turin or MWwaM seems kke a pipe 
dream The MSI leader 
Gianfranco FW tafcs of “the war 
Of rno poof agwni« wo poof 
the battle for resources between 
black and white working class 
which the MSI intend to resolve by 
rigorous prosecution of the war on 
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Denan oi me wniw wonung class 
The BNP tell their working dass 
audwnce that a BNP government. 
‘wtil be kke 9* whole country am¬ 
ong the pools', that the emkng of 
the ‘multi-racial expenmenr will 
lead to zero unemployment and 
Via reMaae of housmg slock to Vie 
wnne nomeiess • wrnruc cfesnsing 
as the solution to the battle for 
resources In becking Labour, the 
left thinka it's offarlng a class- 
based alternative to this “war of 
the poor agekmt tha poor. Yet. 
aa Socialist Organlaar raadily 
admit. “The labour movement nei¬ 
ther fights on immediate issues - 
the destruction of the heatih ser¬ 
vice for example ■ nor does it offer 
a socialist alternative to capital¬ 
ism * For Workers Power 'The 
best time to stop the BNP * now. 
before the bankruptcy of the estab 
kshed politicians - Tory. Lberaland 
Labour slows them to make the 
kind of gams they havs made 
elsewhere n Europe " And how? • 
by vokng Labour, one of the T)**- 
rupts’ whose policies have, 
according to Workers Power's own 
analysis, engendered the spread 
of the disease Plague becomes 
Vie cure for plague 1 The American 


socialist. Edward Luttwak. writing 

m The London Review of Books 
observes, "neither the rnodeiate 
right nor the moderate left even 
ro c og nle o a . let alone offers any 
aotiution for, the central problem of 
our days ; the completely unprece¬ 
dented personal economic nsecu- 
rity of working people II is not 
necessary to know how to spall 
Qemenschaft and Geeetischati to 
recognise the feeaet predepostiton 
engendered by today s turbo- 
charged caprtaksm * It is an ndfct- 
ment of what passes for political 
culture of the British left Viet a US 
campus academic acknowledges 
the material basis lor the threat of 
the far right in a way which the 
middle class ‘revolutionaries' of 
Socialist Organiser et al cannot 
bring themselves to do* Labour's 
manimo lor Via Isfa of Dogs was 
built around the promise d 1.000 
new homes in the borough over 
the liletime of the new council. ‘ 
There's only one small hitch • 
Labour don't control the purse 
strings As Trlbumta MP Nick 
Raynslord concedes, *tVe are 
pressing the London Docklands 
Development Corporation to 
release the land to make tins pos¬ 
sible We have also put pressure 
on the Tory government to release 
Estate Action funding for local 
estates m urgent need of moderni¬ 
sation ‘So the alternative to the 
BNP becomes • even with all the 
baggage ol conditions and 
demands that Labour acts m the 
interests of the millions it is sup¬ 
posed to represent. ’ one more 
set ol broken Labour promises 
With Derek Beackon s election the 
number of racist attacks n the area 
increased 300 per cent. 
Community groups organised 
’bussing' to allow black and Asian 
voters to be able to participate m 
the elections without intimidation - 
the “war of the poor egelnet the 
poor" is being conducted with 
renewed vigour All ot this • con¬ 
ceded by the left The racists say 
that whites should be OK and 
Asians should lose out And 
Labour says, m effect let us share 
out the misery evenly It <s hantiy 
surpnsmg that the racists find an 
interested auckence among white 
workers ’ (Socialist Organiser) 
Whether to cal lor a Labour vole 
or not appears to be a matter ot 
semantics for the left, but the alien- 
a bon of white working dass anger 
from any coherent revolutionary 
socialist tradition is paid for m the 
broken bodies of the likes ot 
Quaddus All. real casualties in a 
real war The middle class cam¬ 
pus-based left has no knowledge 
of. and nothing in common with, 
working class interests This is 
more or less conceded now, even 
by the likes of ANL organiser Juke 
Waterson ‘The Nazis talk about 
Bntam m ensrs. the comjphon of 
mainstream parties and so on. 
They talk about targeting estates, 
taking up issues like unemploy¬ 
ment and bad housing We have to 
do the same ' After the phoney 
war ol the '80s. when the Labour 
leaderslvp conducted a witch-hunt 
ot the left, the bureaucrats have 
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former adversaries on Vie M. For 
a year before Bsackon's election 
the Labour Party on the Isle of 
Dogs was moribund. Now. 
upwards of 70 canvassers go 
door-to-door for Labour avery 
week. The majority of canvassers 
are recruited from the ranks of the 
entryst left The 19 March TUC 
demo agaewt the "evtie' of raoom 
was headed by the LabourTUC 
bureaucracy but built tor and sup¬ 
ported by the Labour left Witch 
hunters and activists alika have 
entered Ho a non-aggression pact 
because they can see the ground 
sfippmg away from them The BNP 
are seen as radicals, the left, 
through their submergence In 
Labour, as anti-working class, pro 
Vie local stale and. hence. Vie sta¬ 
tus quo. Former Labour voters In 
Millwall and elsewhere have 
dumped their allegiance to the 
likes ol John Smith and Neil 
KVmock; in any event the Labour 
waoefsmp nas expenoeo mosi or 
its political energy to ditching any 
commament to the working dass m 
favour of the middle dass protest 
vote (In 1992 Neil Kinnock 
promised that "Labour would lead 
the consensus by promising a ks- 
tenmg. noo-controntational govern¬ 
ment that will heed the advice of 
the professionals, such as doctors, 
engineers and educationalists ) 
The Labour left, Vvouqh Vs pursuit 


ot a take mureapal sodakam has 
become part of Via problem - faced 
with a choice ot allegiance to a 
wortung dass which has begun to 
recognise Labour, through Its 
actions *i local office, as Ns enemy, 
or stidung with Labour, the left has 
chosen the latter option and the 
BNP has coma to be seen as an 
atiy to sections of the while working 
dass As ona BNP voter said in a 
TV interview: ‘If you're drowning 
and someone alien you a helping 
hand, you don't check to saa 
whose hand it Is tint. * Labour 
Briefing, a key player in the 
municipal left is at least honest 
enough to acknowledge the 
issues: fThe cotiapsa of Labour's 
local government resistance] 
depoliticisad the debate around 
local government. Every question 
m now deetiwtih as titi were purely 
an administrative matter any 
resistance to cuts from trade 
unions or the community * brtlerly 
resented CoundRors place them¬ 
selves above pressure groups' 
and special interests and thereby 
collude with the Tones in under- 
rrvmng the very idea of grass roots 
self-assertion n political struggle 
Local democracy has been evis¬ 
cerated not onty by the Tones but 
also by Labour The consequences 
nside the Parly have been trage 
The Party a rooted n local govern¬ 
ment structures af toast one out of 
^ve^tonPa^adMsjsjswetec^ 


ed councillor. When politics is 
token out of local govenvnem I to 
•Iso removed Irom the Labour 
Party ’ (Labour Briefing April 
1994) What remains to be said is 
Vie coBuann b etween Labour and 
Tory to undermine local damocra 
cy runs parallel to a further cofto 
aion. between the left and the 
Labour bureaucracy to preserve 
the myth of Labour as a party ot 
and tor Vie working dass Years ol 
pursuance of a strategy ol coNu 
s»n hoe buried a different tradtoon 

• of wortung ctess self organnabon 

• ot rent stnkes. occupations of 
empty homes, of tenant organisa¬ 
tion vi opposition to local authority 
so that today the interests of the 
toft appear vreconaiabto with those 
of Vie wortung dass ‘The war ot 
the poor against the poor " can 
only be countered by the war of the 
poor against the rich, ot class 
•gainst dass The neutrality' ol 
murvapal socialism - the equal ds 
tnbution of poverty withm the dass 

• has allowed the BNP a head 
start Either we begin the work to 
establish a revolutionary tradition 
within the working class, rather 
than against or in defiance of it. 
either anfcfascem becomes identi 
tied with the interests ot our dass 
instead ol the interests ot the 
establishment, or the reality of 
Berlusconi s Italy may become our 
reality tn the years ahead 


DON'T BELIEVE 

THE HYPE 



After 10.000 BNP voM across London the ANL i champagne celebrations appear perverse 


T he Left s sense of triumphalism after the 
recent elections it not onty misplaced, It is 
perverse. It it alto predictable. When 
Derek Beeckon first received 20% of the vote in 
October 1993 it was. the ANL insisted, entirety 
due to a low turnout'. Hit subsequent victory 
onty months later wet put down to 'special con¬ 
ditions on the late of Doga. On May 5th this year 
the turn out was 70%; more than might be 
expected for a Geos rat Ejection, and Beeckon's 
vote went up by 960; an Increase of 30%. So 
much for the 'tow turn out' theory. Now we are 
told that the Labour victory on the Isle of Dogs 
meant that the ANL hes turned the tide'. Once 
•gain, reality says otherwise In the St James 
ward of Bethnal Green, the BNP candidate 
polled 663 a 700% increase on the last election 
tn nearby St Peters ward they got 609 to Labours 
2000. In the Borough of Newham two BNP candi¬ 
dates coilactivafv do! led 906 the eauivaient of 

vviievu »*'y ^rwiiew SW| hiv vtewiri Vi 

60% of the total Labour vote. So much than for 
ui6 vpvcw conamons (ntocy p#oot#o oy MC- 
bons of the media and the Left 
Prior to Btackons election Socialist Worker 
boasted: “ the Nazis are on the run... the ANL 
...hove done a brilliant job...", the BNP vote up 
again this time by 600. Later this BNP victory 
was described aa a blip '. Soma months prior to 
the launch of the ANL in February 1992. its SWP 
sponsors had dismissed the far right "as no 
more then a hard core of extremely Isolated 
fanatics" Today little more then two years later. 
10,000 votes for the BNP across London is being 
described by the seme people as turning the 
tide 

Unpsietabto though It may bs for soma, the truth 
to that support for the far right is growing steadi¬ 
ly and there is little the middle dose Left can do 
about It. There have been too many Wee, and at • 
reeuk the wortdng dees to largely Immune to its 

nrrtrvEnanita In enu are a a |Kair taAtina m i^ ■ | 

prupvginoi m many areas mwr ucTici simply 

maVaa iKam mos irralei u rvit>e»e- aki . 

manes vnafn on Nivtwanci, in oman irMi, in# 
only impact is to undo good work previously 
dons by others. Their politics have little reso¬ 
nance in working class areas and the 8WP 
knows It Otherwise instead of being mere cheer¬ 


leaders for Labour thay would stand candidates 
themsatves. As a result of tha ANL/YRE ( It you 
don't want a fascist tor a neighbour vote 
Labour ) strategy . the BNP is now nationally 
regarded as the radical, and only alternative to 
tha establishment parties. Tha ANL campaign 
has made a difference: It has increased tha 
Labour vote but crucially • NOT- at tha expanse 
of tha BNP. Tha politics of the ANL is the politics 
of the SWP, and tha politics of tha SWP is still 
tha shrill 60 s style campus protest: slogans, 
placards, demonstrations In simple terms, the 
SWP/ANL combination has bean proved a fail¬ 
ure; daspita endless media promotion and 

aaamliudu iinlimMwrt » n . irf i a a la nA a i mn . 

Mvmingiy uniimnM reoourcw n nil ooi impact* 
ad on the acthrittos or curbed tha influence of tha 
BNP. Tha BNP can be stopped, and on many 
occasions up and down tha country Anti-Fascist 
Action has physically stopped them. However 
wa are not blind to the fact that the fight is politi¬ 
cal and accept that tha ra-smsrgsnca of support 
for tha far-right is a symptom of a deeper 
malaise. Wt do not see it as our )ob to campaign 
for Labour. H is not AFA's role to argue that 
change is not needed. 

Tha function of anti-fascism is not to saa the 
electoral threat from the far right beaten back, so 
that Labour and tha middle class Left can. aa 
happened between 1962-92, turn their backs on 
both the social causes and their own collabora¬ 
tion in tha political betrayals that gave dee to the 
NF. and the BNP in the first piece. The ambition 
of militant anti-fascism is not simply to see tha 
far-right defeated and removed from working 
class areas: the ultimale solution Is to see them 
replaced there. The BNP • attack on Labour is 
from tha right; and is racist, ultra conservative 
and anti working class. Our primary rote is to 
guarantee that a successful Chattooga to Labour 
comas ONLY from tha left Furtharmora. and 
purely from an anb-fasciet point of view; as tha 
bast insurance against any nazi renaissance, it 
would be the duty of militants to offer protection 
and encouragement to any genuine working 
class revolt 
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TARTAN FASCISTS 



N Z 


antes chosen at random Watch * an 


a telephone directory; 
16 am tnrears. sna- 

tilled (iffy 
through tetti 
crashed in the mlddte of the 


racist slogans At first glance, 
activities such as these would 


Scottish 
nationalism with crude anti- 
tngasn racism in ma moustruu 
centres like Glasgow, their 
campaign mainly takes the form 
of msantnglsti daubing of 
“English Out" slogans on 
wans in rugniana towns ano vw- 


already suoceedsd In forcing a 
working dess English bom cou¬ 
ple out of teeir council houaa in 
Fra eefburgh. harassed a 
newsagent in Argyll by shitting 
in his mel and Issued tweets to 
an Engfrih bom Labour MP 
Ethnic cleansing tartarvstyte! 
The roots of the campaign 
appear to be tie deep seated 
resentment in Scotland of 15 

yWfS Of rlM iTOrTi \rV0STrninST0r 

by a Tory government that is 
loathed by most Scots. The 
easy answer to big problems • 
me onr nave cjemonsuiiaa 
elsewhere - is to look around for 

Whereas, on the IteToTDogs 
homelessness a btemed on the 
amw, m me ntgnianas ano 
isianos. me same prowem or 
hometestneee a perceived to 
be the fault of *English setters’ 
moving into the area buying up 
property, mfls ting property 

pnces and teeraby (Ssptedng 
local young people in need of 


groups of the fascist right m the 
frame. However, in Scotland, 
these latest actions are the 
work not of the BNP but of anti- 
English groups such as Settler 


a more sinister form with a cam- 
paigri or narassmem or morvxj- 
ual English paopte regardtess 
of therrdass 

Spedftcatty. the race hatred has 


prove the bee of the BNP on the 
Isle of Dogs; in the North of 
ocooana. #*8 fioaoay >vfr6S 
situation has tended to have an 
effect on available property for 


local paopte in rural commune 
ties A similar campaign in Mtt 
■no norm waies. wrwe not- 
day homaa ware lying unoccu- 
pted for moat of the year, saw 
Welsh nationalists t*e direct 
action by burning them down. 
The meaaaga hare was simple 
ana sTraignoorwara, mat R there 
were to be no homes available 
for locali then there would be 
no ptey areas lor the EngNoh 
upper and middte classes 
vynH5i accepting some cnu- 
asms of such a campaign, it at 
■eesr Kjenunea mm me prowem 
was not the En^rih ‘Mttera'aa 
such, but an aoonomic one of 
•ecu oi nousinq tot local wonting 
class paopte. Settler Watch in 
Scottand has failed to base it's 
campaign on economics or 
class and has nstead indulged 
in scapegoating English people 
regardtess of class background 
and purely on grounds of race. 
There’s no doubt that tears is a 
pfoofeni in ocoeeno wen me 
ownership of land and housing, 
h owever, to put it down to the 
problem of the number of 
En^ish people - who. rickten- 
ttefy, make up only 6% of the 
population • it completely 
opportunist Landowners such 
as tee Duke of Argytt. the Ottea 
of Athol - who sW has his own 
private army, kilts and al. by 
way of payment tor his ances¬ 
tors services to the English 


court by coming to teeir aid 
agrinat his lebaloui country- 
men • ana me wnnewiw wny 
art al "Scottetf but whoaa 
interests do they represent? 
Scottand stfl has feu dal land 
duMee where, despite owning 
your own home, you are sti 
subject to pay chargat to tee 
Towner" <* tee tod teat your 
houee it bui on • and tee local 
feudal ImxJhrda' still exist! 
Settler Watch ***** to ba 
only interested in non-Scots 
regarotess Of mew exp^onanve 
c a pabitia s . There are many 
other areas of the Scottish 
economy teat are dominated 
not by tea 'English' but by 
multinational capitalist concerns 
• the North Sea ol industry 
being tee obvious one. How 
can tee power of these mutoe- 
ttonais be broken by crapping 
through your neighbour's letter 
box? 

Its siso interesting to compare 
the Irto republican movement 
with the adtelat of some of 
mose wno oem 10 oe anempf- 
ing to emuteli their struggle m 
Scotland. The republican 
movement in Ireland was never 
an anti-settler movemen t • if it 
wss, Scotland’s problems 
would be even greeter consid¬ 
ering that mote of tee “settlers' 
are of Scottish origin - R is a 
movement, anti-imperialist in 
nature, which has an interne- 


oonai perspecnve i argenmg 
individuals of a particular race, 
as Stater Watch dots, wo uld 
ba akin to tea IRA dedaring teat 
their enemies ware the 
Protestants rather than the 
Britteh Army. The adorn so tar 
of Settler Watch *id otters • lor 
example, those who declare 
mel cngxsn-oasea lemes me 
xnpeneksts'- hat more in com¬ 
mon wite the tectarianiem of 
me foyansxs ana me mnnc 

■■ji'i m m m anlMteni ■ iJ Ste m 

aeenstng aspirations or me 
BNP and C1B th an wite a pro¬ 
gressive nattonattst/repubkcan 
movement. 

ri a previous artlcte in RA, wa 
said that a break up ol tea UK 
state would ba in tea interests 
ol the working class of 
Scottod, England. Wales and 
Ireland. It would throw the 
British ruing dasa. who are tted 
to the idea of a unitary state, 
into confusion. Dkkto and rute 
In reversal It would alto create 
a second front which 
Westminster woukj nave to 
resource and would tesrafora 
be of benefit to the Irish republi¬ 
can struggle. A movement in 
ocouana wmcn cnawngea me 
power of the ruling class and 
which based itset on tee revo¬ 
lutionary working class ideas of 

-» — «!-* -A- Al- U.. l^U- 

soaaitsi repuDNcans me jonn 
McLean and James Connotty 
would oppose the opportunism 
and racism of tartan fascists 



F or the past six months. Manchester Red Action has been 
involved with the Unemployed Action Group ip a campaign 
to disrupt the activities ol an American company called Padgett- 
Thompson. Padgstt-Thompaon organises seminars designed to 
‘give managers and SLpecneors tee powerful shfis they need to 
confidently weed out employees with unsatisfactory 
awruoes SKjesiep utsm&sai prootefns <irxj avoKJ Claims 
Brochures advertising Padgstt-Thompaon seminars contain sec¬ 
tions on building a tribunal proof case, handbig dismissal s es s ions 
with more confidence, coping with al the emotions caused by 
employee dtemnsai. and a section entitled 'Slop Trying to Deal 
With Empl oy ees who Drive you Crazy "It is tils section teat reveals 
the essence ol what Padgett-Thompeon are trying to achieve. It 
conttos cartoon caricatures ol troublesome' employe es such as 
The Chatterbox', The Shark’ and The flof-oan’, it documents 
"behaviourar problems such as the employee who rarely smites or 
tells a joke, has difficulty communicating wite others, exhibits 
strange or unusual behaviour, or has troubles outside work, but R 
does not make any mention of workers who actually break any 
rules' The implication therefore a that Padgstt-Thompaon behave 
that employers already have enough powers to deal with rute- 
Drawers, ana inereTore me wno^e potn of anenomg mew seminars 
« to provide supervisors and managers with loop-holes showing 
them to dtermss workers who might be unpopular, mise ra ble old 
grts, or more kkeiy. someone the boss has taken a dskkng to. 

The popularity of Padgett-Thompeon seminars, which have been 


attended by many of the coun¬ 
try’s leading companies pre¬ 
sents dear probtems for Trade 
Unionists (referred to crypbcaly 
as ■barrack room lawyers '). 
mothers with young children, or 
anyone who can thnk of any¬ 
thing that they would rather do 
than spend 8 hours a day at 
work. 

The campaign agarot Padgstt-Thompaon has struck a number of 
taking blows agamst the company in Manchester 
On September 30te, a laminar in tee Ramada Renaissance Hotel 
was raided by a number of intruders "wearin g baseball caps and 
leans’ who arrogantly waked straight through the hotel lobby, into 
tee meeting room, and stole the notes of the speaker Laurence 
Sachs from under the noses of the organisers. This created con- 
skterabie confusion in the seminar, and caused it to be dafayed for 
over two hours. Meanwhile, staff and guests were leafletod by 
otoer member s of the Unemployed Action Group. 

A statement was tarter released to tee press which claimed reepon- 
sfcity for the action, and exposed tee hypocritical rote of Laurence 
Sachs, steo not only spoke at Padgett-Thompeon seminars advis¬ 
ing bosses on how to avoid appearing at industnai tribunals, but 
wat Nmaai a chakrnan of an indurtriil tribunal. Since his expo¬ 
sure. Mr Sachs has knee found it necessary to resign from 
Padgett-Thompeon 

in another md on 14th April, an intruder set off a fire alarm in tee 
» o^Dfloo I nisoe r»OTe» >1 in8 cny cenirB. iti ui8 rssuniny (xxituskxi, 
hundreds of brochures, vital to the s mooth running of the seminar 
doappeared. and were last seen floating down tea Rochdale 
cenei nores ano oianes oeiainng ronncorning aaies ana venues 
ol future seminars also want missing and wi go a long way to 
ensure that tee campaign against Padgett-Thompeon is on-going. 



BUCK PROPAGANDA & SUCK FUG' 


S itting on a plane returning 
from Belfast l decided to ki 
some time by browsing 
through a copy of the Insh News 
Tumtig to the letters page there 
was a pwee under the title. 
"Tradition ol Free Speech ' It 
read; Ihkmdsfton « nothing new 
xi the north, particularly « tee 
border area. \Mtia John Hume's 
pel Gerry was trenlicety search¬ 
ing lor the ekmre key to peace 
somewnere in nm do wb oi wywst 
Belfast. Ns acquaintances In 
Crossmeglen were engaging in 
some earnest (Mtiogue with Mr 
John Fee 's heed ■ n the* own 
quest tor peace 

We do not condemn tot act out 
ol concern tor democracy which 
is nothing but e sham -rather we 
condemn a in the spirit in which 
anarchist communists have 
always snuggled against tee 
torcee of coercion end fascism" 

It was signed • Anarchist 
Communist Federation (South 
Down) The letter referred to an 
attack on tee aforementioned 
SOLP councilor by umdenttfied 


assailants and that despite 
denials and condamnatxms of 
the incident by local repres¬ 
entatives ot the Republican 
Movement the ACF decried to 
pronounce the IRA ‘guilty’ 
Only teat mommg I had met with 
Inends end activists from tee 
rv/w oepanmenf wno snowea 
me tee damage to their office 
caused by a toyakat RPG rocket 
that had narroeAy mweed ctasm- 
ing teak Ivea and now only a few 
hours later I was reading tes bile 
from s so-called "progressive' 
organisation 

Although items such as teat 
above may be annoying, niating 
or )uat laughable the rote of anar¬ 
chist groups and pubke ak oos in 
relation to me war in ireiana 
requires doear examination. 
Recently there hea bean a 
debate within tee antMasdet 
movement over Ffel 8ef AcSIe^r 
members would largely perceive 
to be aknoet one and tee same • 
toyakam and taadam. The oppo- 
ekon to teie perception has large¬ 
ly emanated from those who 
would describe theme eNes as 


anarchats it a ntereettng that 
those who would see themselves 
ee bemg tee most ‘anti-stale", the 
most puritan stein it comae to 

n r> n rt n 4 A-i_|i aKLa KkiaaI ~ — — 

oppoany tne 0si3Dasnfnofii ere, 
when it oomee to Ireland, tee 
most vociferous m thee support 
tor the eetahtehment'e propagarv 
da even to the point of putting tee 
trendy left, who they take so 
much pleasure in derritog. into 

iA^m 4A m tin,, M Caw ■ iininli A aL a 

me sneooers » oc exarnpe,i8ne 
the toAowmg. Those high up in 
the IRA md Sim Fein etyoy 
enormous prr/ieget, there are 
maaeive profits to be made from 
exromon ana protection rackets 
ITs wet known that those N0 
in the IRA eryoy good houses and 
cars at paid lor by the profits ol 
racketeering we utren see me 
local IRA Bngedrer dnvmg 
through our shitty counol estates 
In his brand new Mercedes Benz. 
The only reason why he IRA try 
to stop hoods’ end 'gangsters' In 
catholic cmmmttim a cause 
these hoods' me mueefing In on 
he IRAS own bushess' No. 
that a not from the Sunday Work! 
but from tea ACFs own maga¬ 
zine, Orgenae H goes on to give 


*i 'enalyam' of the demiee of tee 
INLA In 1967 they were ripped 
apart by a hud; the IPLO actual¬ 
ly wanted to do some fighting 
whde the detest Bngede (INLA) 
were qude content to simply rake 
*i profits from extortion.' Any of 
the above coted have appeared 
in the various Britteh or Free 
Stale tabloid rage, usuatty sup¬ 
plied by tea RUC or Gardai. 
except** » acturty appeared In 
a magazine openly told at lefty 
demoe and in bookahopa Than 
team are pubttcattona such as tea 
Botton Evening Noose', a sort of 
local anarcho Itiertarien maga- 
zine Whle R prints sound artciae 
on antt-faedem, tea crika of tea 
lefl etc. I teen goes onto what K 
calls ‘Autonomoue Justice ' in 
which R argues that R you think 
somoone in your area k invoked 
in anti-social crime then you 
should get a tew mteee together 
and wreck bote tee culprit and Na 
home. This, we art told, is ter 
more preferable than, "groups 
Ifiw he IRA taking he price of 
Vw stale's pokes end kneecap- 
ping working cries youngsters lor 

- - —'-A. »-«-A- »-• ^X-A, 

rucking nCT) MSiSfXJS cars nnji 


bastards? In BaHymurphy’ 
Twinbrook?' in tee last edition cl 
the anarcho 'theorebcaT maga¬ 
zine. Black Flag, they mentged 
to work into jute a emgri article 
me Toeowmg meonet. me ones 
could achieve a mMtary solution 
tomorrow V R were not tor tee US 
President's concern over the 
wioncervinen voier®, me rTwrie 
Minister, tor this reason, slows a 
amal mnortty to hive teeta own 
army; S pec i al Branch engineers 
provo eecapes; the Provo* were 
creeled by the Irish Republic, tee 
USA end probably the Brits; 
along wRh Provo* at teeasts end 
psychotic kitten etc etc. You 
know tee reel R might be easy to 
drimris this al m tee ranttnge of 
• few paranoid weirdo* or. If 
heard In e pubic bar. be put down 
to jute plain ignorance -tee lega¬ 
cy of 25 years of censorship 
these p eo ple ARE TMflV- 
co*' Ae most of our readers 
know, sport kom censorship, tee 
Brits inveel mfltons of pounds 
worldwide in promoting both 
oounlerpropegandi and dtenfor- 
manor orecsea egexw me irwn 

^ L n rt n IIaiamamI D a 0 * 

MepuDwcan Movement ren oi 


Ms would be pushing tee Nne that 
the IRA are not a dwapkned pokt- 
cte gueria army but instead are 
a group of gangsters who create 
huge personal profits from tea 
war that k almost fascrittc in te 
character and are prepared to 
snoov cnaoren 10 pcoreci meee 
profits *hke at the same lima 
peddbng anything from drugs to 
kridw pom. Tha teette was just a 
smgie component of a whole 
counter-insurgency programme 
(riveioped by • certain Frank 
Kirion during tee 1970’s teat had 
been retried during Britain's ware 
in Aden. Kenya and Cyprus 
Another component suggested 
was the creation and promotton 
of a rogue guerila movement 
wTwcri woukj oemoraMse me 
insurgents' support base (the 
ACF daecribe the proven drug 
dealers of tee IPLO as thoee who 
’setuafiy wanted to do some 
fighdntf). 

So are we suggeelrig teat efi 
•narchats are tealy In tea pay of 
MI5? vm, no. Judging by tha 
quariy of many of tha pubioattons 
teay are criarty doing R for fret. 
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W hen ibc body of 
Downpatrick man 
Martin Brown wat 
found on the bonier last week there 


lion from churchmen and 
politicians. Of course all the 
condemnation was aimed at the 
IRA who claimed responsibility for 
cxcciamf the twenty three year old 
man who they claim was a leading 
member of their organisation in the 
Downpamck area. 

Not one of those, so called', com¬ 
munity representatives in con¬ 
demning the killing of this young 
man touched an an issue winch is 
crucial and may show that the 
responsibility for Martin Brown s 
death lies no( only at the door of 
the person who pulled the trigger 
but just as much, if not more. * the 
door of the RUC Special Branch 
far whom Brown was working 

Over the past twenty five years ui 
their zealous pursuit of recruiting 
informers the RUC and Bntish 
Intelligence have used many ruses 
They have offered huge amounts of 
money to lure young recruits, used 
the threat of death i.e. "We can 
give your Da s. Ma i. Brothers, 
name lo the UVF/UFF and make 
sure there are no security forces m 
your area when they come for 
them." They will use psychological 
abuse against a person in custody 
and when this fails send in the 
Branch man who is the father fig¬ 
ure. your best friend, the person 
who is only thinking of you and 
your family and how you can do 
your country and yourself a favour 
by watching a few named individu¬ 
als in your area, and besides you 
can always earn a few pounds fie a 
dnnk into (he bargain, your dole 
doesn't go far. does it? 

Another ploy used by these 
guardians of lan and order' is to 
drop my charges a person in cus¬ 
tody may be charged with, in 
exchange for a bn of information of 
course. There appears to be no 
limit to charges the Branch can get 
dropped be it joynduig. mugging, 
burglary, motoring offences and 
even sex offences The RUC Chief 
Constable. Hugh Anneslcy. while 
commenting on high levels of 
enme in certain areas uses the 
excuse that while they arc doing 
their best to combat ordinary 
crime their fight against terrorist 
related or deu heduled offences' 
must lake precedence If this is true 
maybe he will explain why inform¬ 
ers have literally been allowed to 
get away with murder 

When a self-confessed Special 
Branch informer admitted on a 
television current affairs pro¬ 
gramme that his handlers had per 
milted him to drive the get-away 
car when an IRA ASf executed an 
off-duty paratnwpcr ui East Belfast 
all hell broke loose Unionist politi 
cians who usually support any 
strong-arm tactics used by the 
RUC. including the shoot-to-kill 
policy, were seething and called for 
this informer to he brought back 
from where the RUC were hiding 
him and be charged with murder 

Another self-confessed Special 
Branch infixmer who had escaped 
from an IRA Intelligence Team 
swore on oath in a Belfast Court 
that he had been working for (he 
RUC for seven years sometimes 
earning up to fifty thousand pounds 
a year Whu wasn't mcrximcd in 
court however dial was three yean 
prior to his capture by the IRA he. 
while being a member of the INLA 
had mempted lo execute a person 
who had admitted being an 
informer by blasting him twice 
with a pump action shotgun, once 
in the face and again in the chest 
Against all odds his victim sur 
vived and gave evidence lo the 
police ibout where he was alleged¬ 
ly held, gave the names of three 
people he alleged had imemigaied 
him one of whom had actually 
pulled the tngger on him. No 
charges were ever brought against 
the informer despite appeals by his 
victim that he be brought out of 
ludmg and charged with attempted 


the RUC Special 
Branch came to 
light. Robert 
McAlbner a self 
confessed RUC 
informer had 
tipped off his han¬ 
dlers that he was 
to drive the car for 
an INLA ASU 
who intended to 
execute a member 
of the UDR who 
worked in a West 
Belfast engineer¬ 
ing firm. Hu han¬ 
dlers told him to 
cry off the opera¬ 
tion wluch he duly 
did When the 
ASU set off on the 
operation they 


di$patche $£J 

from a war zone 


undercover RUC 
personnel from the 
SAS trained E4A 
had moved into 
ibc area, no douN 
to wipe out the 
ASU and gam 
some positive 
propaganda to boost the flagging 
moral of members of the Semnry 
Forces'. 

However, what followed can only 
be described as a major cock-up for 
E4A. and fortunate for the solun 
leers involved The ASU succeed 
cd in dnvmg up lo their target. 
shooting him dead and driving off 
again It was while dnvmg away 
from the scene that they ran into 
the RUC undercover unit, one of 
them a female armed with a sub¬ 
machine gun All members of the 
ASU escaped the ambush 
unscathed leaving egg on the face 
of the RUC elite It transpired dur 
mg the supergrass Inal that E4A 
and (he Special Branch had 
neglected to tell the l DR man that 
he was a target and shouldn't turn 
up to wurk that fateful day 

When they succeeded in ivmrrt 
mg' Harry Kirkpatnck. a higher 
ranking member than Rab 
McAllister, he was thrown to the 
wolves and despite almost succeed¬ 
ing in getting his firmer comrades 
butchered he is now serving a life 
sentence in Long Kcsh So much 
for the Branch being protective of 
their sources' 

In another similar case, again 
involving the INLA. the SAS 
opened fire on an ASU who had 
fined on the borne of a UDR man 
outside Strabane It emerged a few 
months lata that the only fatality 



make an 
informer ou of 
Martin Brown 
is known only 
to those who 
blackmailed or 
coerced him. 
the IRA unit 
which ques¬ 
tioned him and 
his immediate 
family who 



Pro-British agent Gre gory Bums, who infiltrated the IRA ind wrththe knowledge ot his 
handlers murdered a voting women to preserve his cover. Later ex ecuted tot thflJBA, 


Don Having been taken into pm 
lei-ttve custody for his own protei 
lion" an IRA unit returned to and 
searched his house They found an 
RUC panto button fined to his tele¬ 
phone 

Just poor to Christmas this man 
was accused by a fifteen year old 
girl of rape She had been ai a part) 
at the man's house and at the end 
of the night there were just the two 
of them left The RUC tnuk bun 
into custody In no lime at all he 
was hack on the street, the R.U.C. 
having established there was no 
troth in the girl's allegations That 
is when the parties really waned as 
money and dnnk was no object to 
this man he widened his circle of 
friends to include Republican 
activists or fringe activists and pret 
ty soon the house-raids, early 
morning coven searches of gardens 
and sheds began Many people 
who had doubted (he young girls 
story are now sure that he chose the 
path of the informer rather than that 
of the convicted rapist Once again 
our protectors of Ian and order 
had shown us what Hugh Anneslcy 
means by "fair and impartial 
paining" 

These are just a few examples of 
the depths of depravity the R.U.C. 
arc willing to sink lo just to get 
inside information on the 
Republican Movement To them 
their informants usually weak and 
pathetic pawns in their power 


“Collie Marks h as a friend of mine bill I 
lake no pleasure in the death of the 
person who may have set him up” 


that night, the driver if the ASU’S 
car, had been a Special Branch 
informer and he was responsible 
far the SAS ambush being in place 

It is hard to imagine whai made 
each of these men turn informer, 
except for the case of Kirkpatrick 
who fingered anyone his handlers 
wanted him to for a deal that he 
would not do too long in prison 
despite admitting to a few murders 
and (hat on his release he would he 
spirited out of Ireland with a large 
amount of cash. 

Were these men beaten into sub 
mission' 1 Was it greed that made 
them succumb to the promise of 
financial reward? Or was it the 
threat against (heir or their families 
lives which persuaded them' 1 

The depths to which the RUC will 
sink to recroii an informant knows 
no hounds. In a recent case an IRA 


game, are only low-life expend 
ahles. as was proved when the 
Special Branch informer was cut 
down by the SAS outside 
Strahanc This shoot to-lull opera 
non was positively reported in the 
media and by Unionist politicians 
as a success for the "security 
forces" This was the thanks the 
Branch gave to someone who had 
laid his life on the line for them 
The IRA does rax. as British pro 
paganda would have us believe, 
execute every informer it unearths 
Nine times out of ten the informer 
goes up in front of a press confer¬ 
ence in the hope (hat their ordeal 
might educate others in the manip¬ 
ulative ways of Special Branch 


The Republican Movement has 
always encouraged those who feel 
they are being trapped or coerced 
into working for the security 


intelligence unit arrested a New fonts' to come forward and publi 
Barnsley man who passed what he C i»e their plight Once a person 


During the Harry Kirkpatrick 
Supergrass trial in 1983 another 


believed to be important and finan¬ 
cially rewarding information to his 
Special Branch handlers When the 
RUC and Bntish Army am red in 
the New Barnsley area to check out 
the informants mfixmation. which 
in fact was worthless, they con- 
fumed the IRA’s suspicions in this 
man and he was arrested by the 
intelligence unit. Shortly after, 
however, he managed to break free 
and made his way to an RUC sta- 


givcs that fust piece of information 
they have entered a dark and 
murky world of deceit from which 
many believe there is no going 
hack This is not the case.The 
Republican Movement knows that 


not inform if they Adn’t believe the 
RUC had some sort of a hold over 
them. Far this reason the IRA has. 
over the past 23 years, offered 


lo informers 
When an informer comes forward 
he will he debnefed as to what 
information he/she has imparted 
The ultimate penalty in this situa¬ 
tion is fix this person to he ordered 
out of the country, as much for 
his/her own safety as that of the 
Republican Movement's. A han¬ 
dler crossed is a dangerous entity 
and with the level of collusion 
between "security force" members 
and loyalist death squads, why run 
the nik? The only time it is 
inevitable for an informer to face 
certain execution is when that per 
son goes into or remains a member 
of the IRA expressly at the hehesi 
of his/her handler, and fix die sole 
reason of setting up his/her com¬ 
rades. arms dumps. IRA iterations 
etc One informer in Lurgan passed 
information lo his Special Branch 
handlers which led to the RUC 
shooting dead his own bnxhcr A 
femak mfixmcr received jusi tltt) 
far the murders at Dxighall 

Before being integrated into an 
ASU recruits to the IRA are hnefed 
on the techniques used by the 
Branch and how they should 
behave under enemy interrogation 
They are made aware that ihc 
penalty for loose talk ix careless 
ness is instant dismissal The penal 
ty for informing is dealh They 
make no bones about this fact and 
the rccroil is afforded the iftxxtu 
raty lo leave there and then 

Since 1990 the IRA in 
Downpatrick have rax been able to 
mount an operation due to 
RUC/Military intervention Since 
1990 the security forces in undei 
cover operations have unearthed 
three major arms dumps m the 
Downpatrick area By far the most 
serious set hack was when an 
undercover operation mounted by 
the RUC's E4A resulted in the 
death of Colum Collie Marks 
Collie was shot in (he hack while 
fleeing unarmed from a thwarted 
operation to set up a horizontal 
mortar in Downpatrick He w as the 
officer commanding the local IRA 
unit The IRA in ihai area have 
been searching fix an informer ever 
smcc. 

When ihe IRA arrested Martin 
Brown, officer commanding the 
Downpatrick unit of their ixgamsa 
taxi, ixi 23 April, the RUC mxnc 
diateiy and over the next six days 
carried oul a number of armed 
raids on homes and derelict build 
ings in the area When his body 
turned up on the border near 
Newry on Friday 30 April, the IRA 
said he had been an informer since 
1990. A point spokesperson com 
meriting ixi the numerous raids in 
the Downpatrick area denied u was 
a race against time to find ixie of 
their informer. He stated. "When 
Mr Broun was reported missing 
polite did earn oul empunes. as 
they nr mid do for m\ mtssmg per¬ 
son ... the police searthes last 
Thursday nrrr totally umvmrt led 
nith Mr Browns disappearam r " 

Whatever pressure was used to 


Collie Marks 
was a fnend of 
mine hut I take 
no pleasure in 
the death ot the 
person who 
may have set 
him up I hear 
no malice to 
Martin Brown, 
as a mailer of 
fact I feel sxxry 
fix him and fix 
anyone who 
allows them¬ 
selves to he 
used in the way he was. I do. 
however, feel nothing hut utter 
contempt for those who will use 
this man's death as political 
mileage or for pulpit-hashing 
speeches condemning those who 
pulled ihc tngger while totally 
ignoring those who stood him in 
the finng line 

No Catholic who has had in live 
under this British regime would 
willingly walk into a police stain xi 


and say. “/ nwu to hrlpvuu Can I 
he an mformrr please ? " Any priest 
ix politician who believes different 
is suffering from severe delusions, 
is reading loo much of their own 
propaganda ix is so far out of kxich 
with the people they claim to 
represent, x is unreal 

Well, it is umc they faced readily 
Until they start hilling out and 
condemning those who are blac k 
mailing, coercing and heating ixv 
young men and women into 
becoming mfixmcr. then they loo 
must share in ihc Name each time a 
young person has to ihc lo keep ihc 
Special Branch's trickle of infix 
matron steady Martin Brown \ 
handlers will have shed no tew fix 
him. They were probably dis¬ 
cussing who their next recruit 
would be while having a pint in 
(heir local far from any naiionaJtsi 
area As fix guilt, wdl. they won't 
have fch any of that After aJI. while 
no one cixidemns their acinxi\ they 
have raxhing to feel guilts fix. have 
they 1 

My sincere sympathy goes out to 
the family of Martin Brown li is 
natural that they will (cel only 
haired and bitterness tow ards those 
who look ihcu son's life hut what 
of (hose who put their vxi out there 
in the first place 1 How did they gel 
him to do their dirty work * And 
how many more young htxhcs will 
the RUC use up before wc cry. 


M Collins 
Belfast 


Devils Disciples 

The only real barrier to peace in Ireland is the Unionists' parties 
unwilkngness to gree up its sectarian statelet At a tune when 
most ot the British people and many Bntish politicians would be 
only too glad to wash its hands ot the Insh problem once and tor 
all. the Unionist camp has resorted once more to its age old tac¬ 
tics ot blackmail, coercion and threats ot violence backed up as 
usual by the state-sanctioned murder gangs ot the UFF, UVF 
and RHC. usually with RUC. RIR or Bntish army collusion It 
has taken five long and bloody months for the British govern¬ 
ment lo answer Sinn Fein's calls lor clarification of the Downing 
Street Declaration despite an unprecedented step by the IRA of 
calling a three day ceasefire over Easter to allow the political 
process of peace negotiations to progress Dunng the ceasefire 
loyahst murder gangs continued their slaughter unabated while 
Unionist politicians ignored them and poured scorn on the IRA 
for danng to halt its campaign, abed for a short spell It would 
appear that this generation of Unionist poktiaans believe that if 
the IRA dfon't exist then their parties wouldn't exist It is as if 
their sole existence is only to malign and condemn the 
Republican Movement Strange, the UDA and UVF use the 
same basis tor existing despite the fact that the UVF blew up 
Silent Valley reservoir in 1968. two years before the first IRA 
bomb exploded m this campaign Unionists called lor the ban¬ 
ning of Smn Fein which, lor once, was not granted by their 
Whitehall masters So. when Sum Fern began to do we* in local 
elections the unionists demanded that aN councillors should sign 
a document renouncing violence before being allowed to take 
their seat This was not a problem tor Sxm Fein members who 
bekeved that if Sammy Wilson and Peter Robinson ot the DUP 
could sign this document then so could they The next ploy by 
the unionists was to keep Sxm Fern off all the committees within 
the counal and then their biggest political'coup of aN • whenev¬ 
er a Sxm Fein member rose to speak they would scream, shout, 
bang the table, blow whistles, stamp their feet, pick their nose or 
tart Nice move, but I can hardly see it catching on in 
Westminster It would appear then that the Unionists believe m 
the democratic system ot politics which we hear so much ot m 
Western Europe just so long as this democracy does not 
include Cathokcs of any hue getting into power It is not the case 
of it being just republicans they want to exclude In the mid-sev¬ 
enties unionists used paramilitary groups such as the UDA. 
UVF and recently disbanded B Specials to violently enforce 
their Workers s/nke to end power shanng with the SDLP. hardly 
a dyed m foe wool republican groupxvg It is just a case ot we 
have power and we re keeping it and keep it they wHI. at any 
cost It is time for foe artificial state to be terminated ft has been 
in power tor over seventy years and it has caused nothing but 
gnef and meery and bloodshed since its nception Its politicians 
are a joke and are looked upon with amusement m the house of 
commons. I doubt if any of them have a political thought m their 
heads other than "Smith the IRA ", Ultter teyt No (to 
everything)" and "No Rope here, no eunender". It is a state 
run by bigots and rekgxxjs fanatics who rant that foe pope is foe 
anti-Chnst and the catholics are the devil's disciples Some 
might say they are more to be pitied than scorned and this 
would be true it they weren't so bloody dangerous ft loyaksl 
gunmen dti not hang on to every word they utter then perhaps 
cathokcs could see the tunny side ot them as well The only 
solution to foe Insh problem is to oust these maniacs I do not 
care whether we have protestant. cathokc. muslxn. hmdu or 
atheist poktaans running this country just so long as they run it 
laxly tor al foe people who kve here Under the present regxne 
it just isn't possfole 
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The darker 
the night the 
brighter the 
star 


The Real History of the Fourth International 



It was Trotsky while in exile wta announced the slogan that anti-fascists must. 
separate those who warn to hghLtrom those who donor 


T he fourth and fmaJ volume 
of Tony Clrff’s brography 
of Trotsky bears the omi¬ 
nous motto ‘the darker the 
night, the brighter the star' 
The darkness symbolises the 
nse of fascism and Stalinism 
during the decade 1930-40 the 
last years of Trotsky s life The 
star, in al senses of the word Is 
Trotsky That too. is apt. though 
not in the way Cliff (hopefully 
the last of the ‘guru’ figures on 
the left) proposes For Trotsky’s 
position throughout these years 
was starWke only n the sense of 
being remote, isolated and 
ineffectual 

By 1933. Trotsky was living m 
exile Ha support m the Soviet 
Union, which had never been 
consolidated into a mass base, 
became increasingly fragmented 
as a result of Trotsky's own 
entanglement within the party 
bureaucratic apparatus itself, 
and the irresolution of ho chal¬ 
lenge to Stalin This irresolution 
had its roots not only in his 
unquestioning acceptance of the 
authoritarian model of the party 
dictatorship, but in the woeful 
^adequacy of ho analysis of the 
social forces represented by the 
Staknot autocracy Trotsky mis¬ 
takenly identified Stalin s ideo¬ 
logical pragmatism with the 
absence of a social base 
Assuming the Lett Opposition 
stood for the interests of the pro¬ 
letariat and the forces of the 
Right led by Bukharin as repre¬ 
senting the interests of the nch 
peasant kulaks', he saw the 
Stalinist Centre as an oppor¬ 
tunist regxne sustained only by 
the mutual cancellation of the 
real forces on the right and left 
Sooner or later he believed, the 
Staknot centre would be forced 
to capitulate to the proietanan 
social forces Trotsky claimed for 
the Left Opposition However, 
the supposed social base of the 
Opposition soon proved to be 
nothing more than an ideologcal 
shadow cast by the distorted 
terms of his own analysis In 
reality, the Left Opposition 
proved to represent no more 
than a weak and demoralised 
taction of the party bureaucracy 
By October 1930. Trotsky was 
admitting to the American 
Trotskyist, Max Shactman, that 
the Left Opposition no longer 
existed as an organised move¬ 
ment 


Alongside the few penetrating 
nsights rto the reaMy of Soviet 
bureaucracy and the mechanics 
of party dictatorship which 
appeared in Trotsky’s analysis 
at this time, sits the hollow 
assertion that, despite all 
appearances. 

‘tha proletariat still possess 
powers to exert pressure 
and the state apparatus stilt 
remains dependent on a." 
Accordingly, in 1928. at the out¬ 
set of a period which witnessed 
a precipitous decline in the liv¬ 
ing standards of the Soviet 
working class. Trotsky ventured 
that; 

■the proletariat can regain full 
power, overhaul the bureaucra¬ 
cy and put it under its control by 
the road of reform of the party 
and the soviets ' 

Catastrophically it was not unM 
October 1933. six monto* after 
the fascist takeover in 
Germany, that Trotsky brought 
himself to acknowledge the 
bitter truth 

“No normal constitutional' 
ways remain to remove the 
ruling clique. The bureaucracy 
can be compelled to yield 
power Into the hands of the 
proletarian vanguard only by 
force." 

This revelation of the obvious, 
partial though it remained, was 
too kttte.and far too late, to influ¬ 
ence the structure of power in 
the Soviet Union Former mem¬ 
bers of the Left Opposition had 
long been demoralised by the 
irrelevance of Trotsky's pro¬ 
nouncements to the everyday 
reality of the Soviet regime 
Fundamental to al the contradK- 
lions and paradoxes in which 
Trotsky entangled himself a the 
adherence, which he never for¬ 
sook. to the model of the authori¬ 
tarian party dictatorship as the 
Vanguard of the working class 
When Radek. a leading old 
bolshev*'. said n October 1928. 
that there was no difference in 
practice between the policies 
and practices of the stalinist 
leaoersmp ana me uooKyne Ltm 
Opposition, he stated precisely 
the ultimate cause of the 
Opposition's failure Trotsky fuRy 
supported the position outtned in 
a leading document of the Left 
Opposition written n August 1929 
criticising Stalin personally, but 
which still clung onto the coat 
tails of the staknot apparatus 


"For a long time to come a sig¬ 
nificant proportion of power will 
necessarily be concentrated m 
the hands of the party and its 
leadership * 

This conception of the vanguard 
role of the party effectively 
emasculated not only Trotsky’s 
ideological challenge to stain- 
am wrtftn the Soviet Union, but 
negated the value of ha anaty- 
sis in every other erea to which 
he turned his attention Most 
notably, this was the case in 
Germany France and Span 
The strength of Trotsky's analy¬ 
sis of the social dynamic of fas¬ 
cism. and the virulent and 
unprecedented threat it repre¬ 
sented to the working class of 
those countries where it 
attained power was unrivalled, 
and-contains insights of the 
greatest relevance today The 
power and prescience of an 
analysis such as the following 
neeos lune unoeninmg 
The gigantic growth of National 
Socialism is an expression of 
two lectors, as deep social co¬ 
sts and the lack of a revolution¬ 
ary party that would today be 
regarded by the popular 
masses as the acknowledged 
revolutionary leader fascism, 
as a mass movement, is the 
party of counter-revolutionary 
despair When revolutionary 
hope embraces fhe whole pro¬ 
letarian mass, it inevitably pulls 
behind it on the road of revolu¬ 
tion considerable and growing 
sections of the petty bour¬ 
geoisie the election revealed 
the opposite picture counter¬ 
revolutionary despair embraced 


neffi i hni imenii meea 

me perry oourgeois mass wnn 
such force that t dr ew betxr td it 
many sections of toe proletariat' 
In tha way. 

"Through the fascist agency, 
capitalism sets in motion the 
masses of the erased petty 
bourgeoisie, and bands of the 
declassed and demoralised 

i-■ 

xjmpenpromanai 
Many of his specific tactics in 
response to the fascist threat 
were equaly pointed. 

H a necessary to have a map 
of the fascist barracks end aff 
other fascist strongholds, in 
every city and in every dstnet 
The fascists are attempting to 
encircle the revolutionary 
strongholds The encirciers 
must be encircled." 

It is Trotsky who announced the 
slogan that anti-fascists must 
"separate those who want to 
tight from those who do not " 
and proclaimed dearly toot: 

The S o ci al Democrat feeders do 
not want to fight. They char- 

irm nope mm nmoenourg 

would save them from Hitler 
Now they are waiting lor some 
other meads They do not went 
to fight They lost the habit of 
hghkng years ago The stuggle 
frightens them." 

nme men. rreea of me > 000 * 091 - 
cel baggage carried in his 
analysts of the condition of the 
Soviet Union under Stalin, 
where his own attachment to 
the ruing party detatorsftp pre¬ 
cluded a clear perception of 
political realities. Trotsky's per¬ 
ception of the nature of the fas¬ 
cist threat and following from 
that. Ns tacbcai prescriptions lor 
its reversal are remarkably 
acute Yet how Cbd the strength 
of tha abstract analysts transfer 
xsen inrougr to practice ' wnat 
was the strength of the trot- 
skyite anti-fascist movement n 
Germany in these crtocal years? 
At the time of Trotsky's first 
ntervenbon n the German situ¬ 
ation. he expected to receive 
nftai support from the members 
of the Leninbund. a group of 
dissident communists around 
Ruth Fischer end Arkady 
Masiow In the event, only rane 
members of the Leninhund 
became followers of Trotsky 
Nor did the soft-left dissidents of 
the SAP (Sozialistische 
Arbeiterpartei) provide fertile 
ground for Trot skyite organisa¬ 
tion For a short while the 
German trotskyites managed to 
produce a fortnightly -paper cir¬ 
culating 2.000 • 3.000 copies, 
but tha soon lotted after a spirt 
lead by the influential Austrian 
dissident. Kurt Landau The 
right dissident faction of the 
Communist party, the KPO led 
by Heinrich Brandler. pre¬ 
dictably remained implacably 
opposed to the trotskyites In 

|i tl> mm mil mlrl aJ lanfinna kri 

mis mmenew or Tacnons ana on* 
ter internal disputes, the trot- 
skyrte organisation in Germany 
never grew beyond 500 or 600 
members In March 1930 a con¬ 
ference was held uniting all 
German trotskyists into a single 
organisation, the United Left 
Opposition It dissolved almost 
immedtatety under the pressure 
of bitter factional infighting. 
slanders' and intrigues 
Trotsky himself noted at the 
time "many opposition groups 
and groupings represent a cari¬ 
cature of the official party They 
possess ak its vices, often n an 
exaggerated form, but not its 


virtues...It can be characterised 
in the following manner: 
extreme, ollsn sickly sensitivity 
in relation to everything that 
concerns thee own circle, and 
tie greatest indUference in rerte- 
ion to everything that concerns 
die reel of fhe world" 

So far. so good. But what of 
Trotsky s p rescription to resolve 
such a sorry state of affairs 
(written in February 1931. elthe 
time of Htter s rise to powerl); 
m A special Control 

Commission, as authoritative 
as possible, must cooperate 
with the International 
Secretariat m examining the 
app eal made by the comrades 
who have already been 
expelled, and give its 
decision ..In all cases where 
organisational conflicts and 
objections come to the tore, an 
examhaton must be referred to 
toe International Secretariat..." 
This knee-jerk resort to the 
worst excesses of bureaucratic 
formalism is uncannily reminis¬ 
cent of Lenin s last desperate 
attempts to ward off Stalin s 
ascendancy in the Bolshevik 
party It proved equally futile 
Six months later the German 
trotskyists split Kurt Landau 
heeded a minority party of 80 • 
lea wig a rump of 150. The 150 
now became the official ’ left 
opposition To give an idea of 
the weight of the trotskyite 
grouping, it a sufficient to note 
that the Berlin section had 10 
members Admittedly this grew 
to 50 by the end of 1932 - but 
that figure compares with the 
34.000 mustered by the staknot 
KPO Only ten days before 
Hitler’s take over of power, the 
trotskyites suffered a further 
acrimonious split, attacking 
each other at the very moment 
of the fascist tnumph During 
the split, rt became dear that a 
significant proportion of the trot¬ 
skyite leadership were, in fact. 
sianDfST plants, Men piant msm* 
uatmg other stalmot infiltrators 
into positions of power within 
the United Left Opposition as 
the trotskyites. without any 
apparent sense of irony, n ^Mf ri 
themselves Sadly enough, 
influential figures even 
within the various 
Control Commissions and 
Administrative Secretariats so 
desperately relied upon by 
Trotsky to revitalise dissident 
communist organisation, turned 
out to be these self-same 
stalmots! 

One farcical nettent may stand 
as a commentary upon the 
whole bureaucratic apparatus 
Landau's Austrian trotskyite 
group expelled one of their 
members. Ench Kemmayer. as 
a police spy The dauntingly 
named International 

Secretariat' was dispatched to 
investigate the case The 
nvesbgation was led by a high 
ranking trotskyite panjandrum, a 
certain M Mill. Mill promptly 
reinstated Kemmayer Trotsky 
domosiveiy described Landau's 
suspictons as typical of those in 
"Bohemian circles' Mill himself 
eventually came out si 1932 as 
a stalinist agent of the GPU 
(Soviet secret police) 
Kemmayer joined the Nazis a 
year later* 

Taking a wider perspective, the 
basic weakness of the 
Trotskyite organisation can be 
quickly identified • it attracted 
only declassed and dissatisfied 
elements from toe middle class 
mtelligensia with a taste for 
abstract theonstng and burtdmg 
paper empires Trotsky occa- 
stonaky nveighed against these 
"pretentious armchair commu¬ 
nists who are unfit for any lurid 
of senous revolutionary strug¬ 
gle". but never understood that 
the hierarchical, authoritarian 
parly structure he had worked 
within in the Soviet Union, and 
untiringly sought to recreate 
elsewhere regardless of the 
infinitesimal resources at his 
disposal, was incapable of 
incorporating a membership 
outside of tha extremely narrow 
social layer As late as 1932. 
Trotsky complained to a col¬ 
league that the German trot- 
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wyro movement nao laiteo to 
recruit ‘even tan factory work¬ 
ers’ He began increasingly to 
reeort to power fantasies which 
can only be regardsd as symp¬ 
toms of megalomania At the 
very end of 1931 he was writing 
that This opposition (the trot- 
skyrtes) a week numencaky. but 
in the march of events adds 
extraordinary strength to its 

wee unoer ceruiin cotXMKXJS 

a aught shock may bring down 
an avalanche. The criScal shock 
of the Left Oppoedon can aid in 
bringing about a twnefy change 
in the pottbes Of fhe proletarian 
vanguard. The "critical shock" 
triggering toe social 'avalanche'' 
Trotsky is talking about would 
have consisted in a couple of 
articles in an extremely obscure 
lefty paper at e time when the 
brownshirts were physically 
smashng every trace of opposi¬ 
tion to the nazis from the 
streets While It may be permo- 
srtrte to go over the top a bit to 
encourage the troops, in pas¬ 
sages such as these Trotsky 
entirely leaves the realm of toe 
rational and indulges in a full- 
blooded Messiah complex In 
the following year. 1932. he was 
writing "Numerically the Left 
opposition m Germany is (stall 
week But its pokbcal influence 
may prove decisive on the 
grven. sharp, historical turn As 
the switchman, by the timely 
turn of the switch, shifts a heavi¬ 
ly laden train onto different 
tracks, so the small Opposition, 
by a strong and sure turn of die 
ideological switch, can compel 
the train...of the German 
proletariat, to go m a different 
dxecton. * The entire botshevik- 
trotskyite conception of 
revolutionary social dynamics is 
laid unnervmgty bare in such 
passages The stupid heavy 
train (the working class) is 
directed onto predetermined 
historical tracks by the deft 
intellectual flicks of a bny. con¬ 
centrated intellectual elite • the 
vanguard party Needless to 
say. despite Trotsky's frantic 
throwing of the switches, the 
tram rolled straight over twn. 

The story of the French trot¬ 
skyite groups, though less dra¬ 
matic. followed a similar sce¬ 
nario The proto-trotskyite 
organisation was founded in 
April 1930. the 'Ligue 
Communists', with around 100 
members One French hotonan 
describes the prevaikng atmos¬ 
phere within the group ‘The 
Pans region contained a high 
proportion of intellectuals. This 
predominance of mtekectuals is 
not surprising: lor a rank and file 
worker discussions about the 
Kuomintang appeared com¬ 
pletely abstract Intellectuals 
would come and raise endless 
debates, which either had no 
connections with the problems 
facing workers, or which they 
would approach abstractly The 
weakness of Its antennae n fhe 
working dess and of its lack of 
real accountability in workers 
struggles deeply affected the 
Ligue. ’ The hierarchical nature 
of the minute trotskyite groups 
in which ascendancy was 
established by mastery of 
"abstracT argument, had dear 
consequences for the social 
composition and mass appeal 
of the sections. Trotsky's one 
time secretary and member 
of the Ligue. Jean Van 
Heijendoort. recalled that in 
1932 "hardfy twenty or so were 
really active’ Trotsky himself 
noted of the French dissident 
communists that Their whole 
psychology is adapted to an 
atmosphere of closed circles ’ 
One of the disastrous conse¬ 
quences of the Bolshev* legacy 
on the left during this period 
(and after) was the illusion that 
a 'dosed circle* comprised of a 
conscious ekte of 'switchthrow- 
ers could initiate and implement 
revolutionary perspectives 
With the nse in working dass 
mrtrtancy in 1934 and after, the 
membership of the Ligue 
reached a total of around 150 
members Trotsky decided that 
an entryist tactic nto the French 
socialist party was the only 
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effective solution to this lack of 
social weight This move he left, 
would. 'wrthm a short space of 


the labour movement’ In 
August 1934 he was writing in 
the same Messianic vein: JThe 
trotskymts] vrt conaHlule a pow¬ 
erful centre of attraction for rev¬ 
olutionary elements in the 
Communist Party and will 
immeasurably facilitate the 
emergence of the proletariat on 
the road of revolution.'A year 
later the same megalomaniac 
optimism directed Trotsky's 
pseudoscientific analysis' 
from a propaganda group with 
some 200 members, youth 
included, it has transformed 
Used mao a revolutionary factor 
dxectty and ndkecdy exercising 
an influence upon the working 
dess movement of the country 
The situation has changed not 
only quantitatively, but qualita¬ 
tively ' The trotskyists were 
now. he added for good mea¬ 
sure. 'a revolutionary factor of 
the first order.' In case this was 
not immediately obvious to 
everyone. Trotsky stressed the 
imminence of the transforming 
moment', the moment when the 
bankers would be tom from the 
eyes of the masses, the 
moment when the apparently 
impotent trotskyites would be 
hailed as the revolutionary 
Messiah by the workers them¬ 
selves Tomorrow or the day 
after we will appear to the 
masses as the only revolution¬ 
ary possibility ' In tact, in the 
same period as the French 
communist party more than 
doubled m size to some 67.000 
members, the Trotskyists 
attracted maybe 150 new mem¬ 
bers - very few of them workers 
As in Germany, the entire farci¬ 
cal history of the French trot- 
skyite movement was capped 
by a split at the end of 1935 into 
two groups over the question as 
to whether or not to reverse the 
entry into the socialist party 
Trotsky retrospectively justified 
the entryist pokey as providing, 
as he phrased it. an opportunity 
to test the* menus! superiority 
over thert opponents’ 1 The rival 
organisations merged again in 
May 1936. but a few weeks 
law spm a secooa ome wrote 
the communists once again 
doubled their membership (to 
278.000). the trotskyites were 
forced to record a drop of 
almost a quarter of their already 
inconsiderable membership. At 
a time when millions of French 
workers were involved m stnke 
actions and factory occupations, 
the trotskyites were too busy 
bitterly attacking each other • no 
doubt with each group demon¬ 
strating their 'mandat superiority 
over its rival • to make any 
impact on the actual course of 
events 

tn Spam, even m the context of 
s revolutionary civil war. the 
trotskyite movement remained 
so minuscule as to make any 
history of its participation 
impossible Trotsky’s prescrip¬ 
tion for the revolutionary party 
here as elsewhere, was based 
on the dosed arde'ofthe ideo¬ 
logical elite He wrote to the 
leading Spanish dissident com¬ 
munist. Andres Nin that: ‘A 
small but firm Marxist nucleus, 
understanding precisely what it 
wants, can save not only the 
Catalan Federation, but the 
Spanish revolution ..." With the 
foundation of the POUM in 
1935. the trotskyites lacked 
even the semblance of an 
organisation n Spam, where, a 


year later, the battle between 
revolution and reaction would 
be fought Following the May 
Days of 1937 (which marked 
the final defeat of the revolution 
n Spain), the trotskyists formed 
themselves into an outfit they 
called 'The Bolshevik 
Leninists of Spain For the 
Fourth International’ 
Unfortunately, they had only 
slightly more members than 
words in the organisation's 
name, perhaps 30 at moat, and 
nearly all of them non- 
Spaniards By September 1938. 
the report to the Founding 
Conference of the Fourth 
International announced that 
this uninspiring total had fallen 
to betw ee n 10-20 This remem¬ 
ber. in the middle of the 
Spanish revolution! 

Throughout the thirties. Trotsky 
took refuge from the impotence 
of each national section of the 
Oppostion. in the notion of an 
overarching international trot- 


a bureaucratic centre So far 
from being daunted by the 
events of 1933 which saw 
Hitler s rise to power as 
Chancellor of Germany, and the 
total failure of dissident commu¬ 
nist organisations to combat it. 
Trotsky saw the remedy in an 
even more fantastically top- 
heavy and remote organisation 
• the tiny grouping which even¬ 
tually became known to the rev¬ 
erent historians of trotskyism as 
the Fourth International In 
March 1933 he was sM arguing 
that the Third International 
should not be replaced, but 
reformed But by June 1933. he 
was expkeitty arguing for a new 
International The idea was that 
The formation m several coun¬ 
tries of strong revolutionary 
organisation armed with the 
Marxist programme and a dear 1 
revolutionary perspective, 
open a new era m the develop 
ment of the world proletanat 
These organisations wid attract 
all the genume communist ele¬ 
ments who cannot bring them¬ 
selves to break with the Stalinist 
bureaucracy . ’ In August 1933. 
an international conference was 
held of various dissident com¬ 
munist groups, including the 
German Social democratic 
SAP For Trotsky, this was the 
nucleus of the Fourth 
International He wrote a docu¬ 
ment grandiosely entitled The 
Declaration of the Four On the 
Necessity and Principles of a 
New International It propo: 
the creation of 'a permanent 
commission of delegated repre¬ 
sentatives" Trotsky hailed this 
piece of paper as ‘a momen 
tous result three organisations 
that lead a few tens of thou 
sands of workers found no 
other path but to unite with us 
on a common document that\ 
presupposes a long and stub 
bom struggle Ihe only banner 1 
under which the proletarian van¬ 
guard can raPy is the banner of\ 
Bolshevism-Leninism ’ Wntirv 
to a Czech dissident commu¬ 
nist. Trotsky wound Nmsetf up 
nto even wilder raptures The 
Declaration of the Four impos¬ 
es upon us the duty to 
draft a programmatic mani¬ 
festo.. When we bring Iha out. 
the whole political life of the 
workers' movement, m every 
organisation and tendency, 
will inevitably revolve around 
this document. ..’’While it may 
be true that Trotsky's Hto. and 
the lives of Trotskyite groups 
today, revolve around docu¬ 
ments of this kind, outside the 
tiny orbits inscribed by these 


groups ttiemaetve s . such decla¬ 
rations reek of pure, clinical 
insanity Despite Trotsky's urg¬ 
ing that the trotskyites and the 
SAP should fuse immediately, 
absolutely notneig tangne ever 
resulted from the vaunted 
'Declaration'. The allies lead¬ 
ing lens of thousands’ at work¬ 
ers (Trotsky's estimate) one by 
one joined the rival centrist 
London Bureau' which plod¬ 
ded along without perceptible 
effect until its dissolution in 
1939. Trotsky had thrown 
another switch', and still the 
tram thundered along regard¬ 
less 

While Trotsky had noted, in 
1934. that the ‘organisational 
basis for the Fourth 
International is as yet very nar¬ 
row'. he was arguing by the 
beginning of 1935. that the 
great advantage of such an 
organisation would be the 
'groups and organisations of 
hardened Bolsheviks that we 
have almost everywhere, which 
are internationally aligned, and 
therefore, subfed to internation¬ 
al control.’We have already 
seen what substance there was 
lor this dan (e g 10 hardened 
bolsheviks' in the whole of 
Spain) A couple of months 
later, in the spring of 1935. 
Trotsky was stressing again 
that size wasn't everything and 
that this hardness' counted tor 
a lot: 'Genuinely revolutionary 
organisations, or at least 
groups, exist in all countnes 
They are closely bound togeth¬ 
er ideologcally, and m part also 
organisationally. Even at pre¬ 
sent they represent a force 
incomparably more influential, 


homogeneous, and steeled 
than the Zimmerwald Lett' 
which took the initiative in 
preparing tor the Third 
International ’ Not onfy did the 
trotskyite international appara¬ 
tus consist of a set of levers 
which wero connected to 
absolutely nothing, but the 
mechanism of the levers them¬ 
selves was surrealistically 
intricate Even the proto- 
International of 1930. the so- 
called International Left 
Opposition' was bound up m a 
complex net of hierarchical 
relations and offices. An 
International Bureau was estab¬ 
lished which proved insufficient 
to stem the factional fighting of 
the various national sections It 
was then buttressed with an 


The Declaration of the Four imposes upon us the duty 
to draft a programmatic manifesto...the whole political 
life ofthe workers 9 movement... will inevitably revolve 
around this document... ” While it may be true that 
Trotsky i life, and the lives of Trotskyite groups today, 
revolve around documents of this kind outside the tiny 
orbits inscribed by these groups themselves, such 
declarations reek of pure, clinical insanity. 


Administrative Secretariat: 
which then entered into a dis¬ 
pute with the International 
Bureau as to the respective 
authonty of each To give an 
idea of the real scale and 
impact of these bureaucratic 
nightmares, it is worth noting 
that the International 
Secretariat for example, con¬ 
sisted of 5 members, one of 
whom was a stalinist spy. Only 
one of these original members 
remained m the trotskyite move¬ 
ment by 1934 The July 1936 
conference of the trotskyite 
International Communist 
League' instituted a chillingly 
complex set of Rules 
Governing the Leading 
International Bodies', which 
were to consist of a General 
Council for the Fourth 
International, a Bureau, and an 
International Secretariat In 


1938. the Bureau became the 
International Executive 
Committee • with a grand total 
of 15 members. The Fourth 
International proper came mto 
being in September 1938 • with 
the full panoply of Bureaus. 
Secretariats and Executives m 
tow 

Uniting grand revolutionary per¬ 
spectives with utterly insignifi¬ 
cant social forces. Trotsky 
launched into a final phase of 
Messianic proclamations, the 
pseudo-Marxist tone of which 
cannot disguise his sad decline 
into certifiable megalomania In 
October 1938 Trotsky 
declared. ’In the very first 
months of war. a stormy reac¬ 
tion against Ihe fumes of chau¬ 
vinism will set in amongst the 
working masses an avowed 
revolutionary movement which 
wit find for its crystallisation no 
axis other than the Fourth 
International Its tempered 
cadres wit lead the kxlers to the 
great offensive’He predicted 
that in ten years' time, "the 
Fourth International will have 
become the decisive revolution¬ 
ary force on our planet’ 

In a speech delivered around 
the same time he let go 


completely Ten years 1 Only 
ten years! Permit me to finish 
with a prediction During the 
next ten years the programme 
of the Fourth International will 
become the guide of millions 
and these revolutionary mtikons 
will know how to storm earth 
and heaven * Tragically as the 
fascist war engulfed entire 
populations, the trotskyite 
movement personified in the 
pronouncements of its leader, 
had become the Jehovahs 
Witnesses of the revolutionary 
left It is of course necessary to 
bear m mind that Trotsky was 
writing against the background 
of stalinist totalitarianism of 
fascist victories in Germany and 
Spam, and of capitalist reaction 
elsewhere Some may think that 
against such a backdrop. 
Trotsky's personal desperation 
is at least comprehensible 
What is surely less comprehen¬ 
sible. is the continued existence 
of revolutionary groups today 
which religiously mimic the 
social composition structural 
aspirations, and political 
perspectives of the original 
trotskyite movement 


THE JAMES 
CONNOLLY 

I 





T he James Cormofty Society (JCS) stood a candidate m the 
May regional elections in Edinburgh’s Hotyrood/St Giles' 
ward This «the area where Connoly Nmself stood for elec¬ 
tion exactly 100 years ago and presented the XS with an opportu¬ 
nity to emulate his campaign and to present the republican case 
around Ihe banning of the 1993 James Cormofty Commemoration 
and their militant opposition to the ban The Labour-controlled 
Lothian Regwnal Council colkjded with the police, loyalists and fas- 
asts m order to have the march banned Around 200 marchers * 
inducting a large Red Action contingent • assembled m Edinburgh 
city centre and defied the ban A procession of court cases have 
taken place since with sentences ranging from fines between £30 
and £500 to community service orders and deferred sentences 
The regonal council the pokce and courts have made it dear that 
they regard supporters of Insh republicanism as outlaws and have 
conspired to ensure that every possMe measure has been taken to 
discourage support for the JCS and for the Commemoration to 
remain banned The militant opposition to the state, as advocated 
by Red Action has. however, been uneven and inconsistent in it’s 
approach Last year that opposition took to the streets with the 
mainstay being the members and supporters of the JCS. the 
Repubhcan Bands Aftiance and Red Action After the march, this 
coalition maintained itself through the campaign to raise finance 
and sobdartty for those arrested However, the ongmal militancy of 
this coalition, we believe, has been allowed to subside and the 
basis on which the JCS stood a canckdate in Ednburgh is sympto¬ 
matic of the dedine in the m*tanl republican agenda which suc¬ 
cessfully unified the Commemoration's three main backers last 
year 

Red Action advocated, supported and campaigned for the XS 
candidate. Jrn Slaven. duflng the regwnal election Unfortunately, 
much of the advioe which we offered with regard to the politics of 
the candidacy were either misinterpreted or ignored. We believe 
that the JCS campaign was flawed m that it <tid not confine itself to 
the central issues around the banning of last year's commemora¬ 
tion and that It dU not sufficiently identify the Labour Parly as the 
source of the ban. not because it has abandoned socialism but 
because it was never socialist vi the first place! ft is apparent lhat 
the Labour Party is kifty aware of its position towards the marchers 


JCS candMtat* J*n Siavwi 

but it is equally apparent that some of the marchers are confused 
about their attitude to Labour Initially, the JCS approached the 
election from a tokenistic point of view and there was some talk 
about "spktting the Labour vote* Red Action believed that the cen¬ 
tral theme of the campaign should have been, at least, for splitting 
the Labour vote, if not overturning it completely 1 The Labour Party 
m Lothian clearly represents the attitudes of the British state m rela¬ 
tion to Ireland It has used every means at it’s disposal to outlaw 
and isolate republicanism • from petty harassment of JCS mem¬ 
bers by the police, to whipping up loyalist and fascist bigots as 
streetftghting fodder Therefore, to approach them from an angle of 
some form of appeal or identification with them is a senous error 
The JCS election leaflet contained a cartoon which would not have 
been out of context in the pages of Militant The perception was 
that the banning of the commemoration was a witch hunt of the left 
It your perception of yourself is that you're a part of the labour 
Movement” as represented by the Labour Party, then it’s easy to 
conclude that it's a witch hunt rather than a state-inspired attack on 
your fundamental right to exist, march and campaign 
Republicanism, by definition is opposed. Kfeologealty and physical¬ 
ly, to the British state It is therefore incumbent on it s supporters to 
oppose the state (ie to break bans on marching) rather than to 
appeal to it's 'better nature’ (ie the Labour Party) Another flaw of 
the election campaign was that the JCS tried to take a leaf from 
Militant by appealing to populism rather than sticking to the main 
issue Therefore, we had the ncticuious situation in a local council 
election of calling tor a £250 minimum wage and state pensions 
and benefits at the same level 

There was no mention of the collusion of the Labour Party m imple¬ 
menting the ioyakst agenda, only that the march had been banned 
by Labour for the last two years The point and the opportunity was 
missed Only 76 voles were polled, which itself is an achievement 
considenng that the area was never canvassed and was only 
leafletted m the week poor to the election 
There's little doubt that the XS represent, together with the repub¬ 
lican bands, the best of Insh republican support in Scotland 
However, the lack in continuity of a militant republican political 
agenda since the march has contnbuted to a dilution of that 
agenda 



1$ rr SOMETHING WE SAID? 

Tl» made produced on* programme on a toy Rtf orywxae- 

■on just to make tie gJUt pubic baba** fwy beat Mam in tie m 
*■7 a* iwy treat us Thera was no manbon of Ned Aabonktotky *• 
«A and MAnotwig about tie INLA wgrang and laying tor 
ULSTER coatfw to the ANaL dwno, no surprise Mrrang ol tie leader* 
ollwiyKiupi, In 9i*y <bd on N Wortd r Adon pra^inini on 
Combat 18 and no <aH lor • ban an 9 «m groups. 

8*9run No 2: Northen Area British Movement 


Tbo mo are-teecnt group r ScoMwid • ANTI-FASCIST ACTION 
(AFA), and here tie local AFA grot*) a more ten uul domnaied by 


toamaabmadh Code Foot* Club widow product a proJRA 
moguno. Txjdtofi Ar U* wto a mock Cato logo on fw tors 

Target loouo I: Spring 94 

Tho owners of tfw book-up had go* scared ai the reports of • hot 
•nd refused in access, meanwhile two Rod gangs were allowed 
to roam London attacking our people At Bow Road.the mam re- 
<8roction point, 200 Rod* dashed with C18 and 100 Brash skint, 
thra lead to no* poke* attacking tha nationalists not tha Rada A 
similar twig happened a low hour* later at Waterloo. with not 
pokoa attacking hundrada ol akmhaada enjoying a quiet dnnk. 

2 SMnzirw producad by Nad band tnjUh Rose', In 
toth* Mood A Honor dtoecfcof Jury t9M 

By nightfall London i* estimated to hava had about 2000 national- 
i*t* mart tor tha g^ which • vary aurpnamg a* tha vanua would 
only hava ha*d 800 at a squeeze It • aaid a gang of tooled up 
thuga war* ambushing unsuspecting Irma mob* of skma m hit 
viaw of our lawman Also tha rant a-mob rabbi* of tha IRA. Nad 
Action, war* milling about with balaclava* on with »uch dams as 
hammars ate on themselves WHY WEREN T THEY NICKED’ 
Brltiah Oil laaua 27. (Nazi akinhaad fanzine) 

Rod Action was sat up m 1981 by paoola axpakad from tha 
Sociakat Workar* party lor'squad^m'- allegedly organising gangs 
to attack National Front mambars It now has an astimatad mam- 
barship ol 200-300. many ol whom adopt tha fashion ol than far- 
nght rivals, skmhaad haircut*, bombar (ackats and tug boots 
Tha organisation * official position does not include active support 
tor terrorism, there « no evidence that its leadership has any sys¬ 
tematic recruitment policy tor terrorist groups 
Sunday Tima*, 28 March IMS 

Jimmy Brown, a lormar (NLA Wader who broke away to sat up an- 
val faction, claimed tha INLA had used Ned Action supporter* 
during tha last year In an unpublished interview, just before he 
was assassinated last August, he said Ned Action members had 
provided sale houses and logistical support lor operational groups 
Brown said Ned Acffen supporters had aided tha escape of tha 
INLA gang that murdered Michael Newman the army recruiting 
sergeant shot in Darby last Apnl 
Sunday Times. 2t March 1983 


Republican terrorists mMtrated tha House of Commons posing as 
German tourists, as they planned tha murder of top Tory Airey 
Naave And a loHow-up wave of political assassinations was 
thwarted when MIS infiltrated left-wing groups being used by tha 
terror group. INLA 

Tha explosives used to kill Naave war* supplied by the PLO and 
delivered to INLA at a secret meeting m Prague 
Tha INLA want on to form links with a number of left-wing groups 
In Britain, one of whom is named as Ned Action 
But a plan to use them to assist m a mainland terror campaign 
was abandoned whan INLA learned that a number ol their con¬ 
tacts had been compromised by MIS and Special Branch opera¬ 
tives. ‘Former loader Jimmy Brown told me shortly before he was 
killed that he distrusted Ned Action He said he believed they 
ware run by British InteHtgence,* McDonald said last mght 

m 1 Niyi a fS ia fOO ., fNL.Ulftne " nnltSw n , ,„ 

HOVIOW Of Iff LA UMOVy UlVtilOOl WfiuOfl Dy ffOrTnOfn 
Inland lacurltv coffHDondant Honrv IkDonald and Jock 

ffWwif fu awui ny vwiiesyviiweiii " *w"" y weuvtmm miw Uwun 

Holland. Irish Wortd.3 June 1994. 

This book is the finest history, complete with sharp detail, ever 
written about any para military organisation ‘ McDonald added 
Irish World .3 June ISM 

"Why do you dress like that’’ 

Female SWP member to workings loss RA members, 

Isle of Dogs.2S\5\M 

"Huh,but you're never where the action is r 

ANL Organiser Chris Bambery to AFA leafteters at 
ANL carnival,26/5/94 

Two weeks ago Michael Newtand. the BNP s press officer, was 
attacked m his North London home by three men. and suffered a 
broken hand and fractured ankles and knees Three weeks ago. 
Eddie Butler, the BNP s national elections officer, was slashed 
across the lace Two candidates and three party workers were 
also attacked m Newham, East London and BNP candidate 
Michael Davidson lost an eye 

Mr Tyndall has admitted that some ol the attacks were earned out 
by Combat 16. but the BNP yesterday claimed they ware probably 
the work ol a leftwing group called ANTI-FASCIST ACTION 

The Guardian. May S. 19M 

The SWP is responsible lor the creation ol Ned Action 
The Burnley-based BNP splinter group. 

“The Anti-Marxist League" 

Yes.ha s in your shops now. the super delui bendy-wandy Ned 
Action Man Only Ned Action Man comas with two-tone teeth, 
detachable chest-wig and optional bad breath Only Ned Action 
Man can save Britain's child muggers, rapists, bombers and baby- 
killers So mums and dads, give the kiddies something they will 
just love to squash, pound, kick and finally tear to shreds - a Ned 
Action Man dolly, or one ol his tnends On sale at most toyshops 
The Anti-Marxist League. 

The hug* sigh of relief at the failure ol Derek Beackon to retain he 
Isle ol Dogs seat, as Searchlight predicted, was replaced by anxi¬ 
ety as the broader picture emerged Beackon. given a mobile 
phone by hi* masters, apparently kept phoning up Scotland Yard 
complaining he was being followed by members of Ned Action. 
Anti -Fascist Action and probably the combined staff of Searchlight 
and the Salvation Army The police found the subjects of his com¬ 
plaint to be local Labour Party canvassers and told Beackon to 
stop wasting police time 
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Over the Cliff! 

Its vary rare twl tie M say what 
9wy mean and even rarer fiat 9vy 
mean *toat ftay say. Tha was dear¬ 
ly dsmonstatod to RA mentors n 
Manchester recently. Tony Cliff. 
SWP guru, was a peWang on how to 
data* fie naa menace so RA want 
dong to hear whtf he had to say T 
you think you can defeat thorn 
trough rakond arg&nent you rood 
you hood taakng Thenaaehava 
to bo smashed wrth tho ulTVff UU 
m — The d/btonce between too 

ANL ond SOS Roaerno * otoacal 
mill l mil I Thai a hew toe ANL 
have kept back toe tasast advwve 
lor too loti 17 years' (77-B2 and 
TB-TM = 17 years’!) Chests seated 
wdi pnde and taoas set No looks of 
gnm determination as the leader 
addressed fxs tolower* The leader 
was not or#y a great twWer. he was 
also a man of action Tha was what 
w* joined for the ranks thought 
Maybe he's pwsad. we tiou^s But 
he <9dnT look pweed so we daodsd 
to ask txg Tony a ooupi* of ques¬ 
tions * Tony. whtt does oil thot 
mean n prackca than 7 RA and AFA 
ml bo eying to do whar you taked 
about n toe Notto Heat n toe tun 
up to tho dtetona to what wd too 
altitude ol tho ANUSWP bo? MM 
you $01 bo condemnaig us. aaymg 
toal violence plays toto toe hands of 
tho fascistsT And. 'What is thia 
wa vo hoard about you wnkrtg labors 
lor font work’ It you are pong to do 
a» those things you talked about, 
wo ro keen to discuss a iomi 


txeati tor more swsMtoucMng Mas 
of dwing deeds bU were saJyde- 


atoorT Squodnm pity mao too 
hands d too BNP.. too boot way ol 
lighting back was ahom by too 
\ m Nctanfam d 000 

getting largo numbers onto tho 

atroota domorabaaa too BNP and 
that a what counts *Tho ANL 
response to tho BNP victory m 

iAAnrnA ready damorakaad too tea- 
oaks E verywhere toay go toay too 


a dam toam mad? Out hopes had 
been dashed It had just been 
macho poaaurtng He had jtai bean 
talking tough This was orobabfy 
meant to ntpreas 9« ranks, tnu^i 
frankly. Hay seemed vwMy lelaved 
that he dxto't actuary mean 0 We 
also had a good laugh at the 
Workers Power laalat (Miad out at 
He me sang That attempt to cuddto 
up to toe SWP si Manchester readF 
•d to an ultra-liberal leaflet at tha 
Ckff maaSn g whxto bleated 'We say 
sea defence a no oHonoa’ Do you 
indeed • one ol Trotsky's lesser 
known Bogans, toal one* Tha laaAat 
<9dnT ixitortunatety, speedy tor toe 
reedsr how many tmee you had to 
be hs before violence was juesftad 
•nd we will probably resist the 
tempiakon to Und out 

A Pay Rise • By Any 
Means Necessary 

It seems that the phrase "By Any 
Meant Neceseary" took on a 
whole new meaning recently as a 
meeting of the leadership of the 
Anti-Racist Alliance ended in 
fisticuffs Evidently. Mark 
w tot worm Mn siyito ttoif Of 
ARA and described at lest year’s 
ARA Fast as "BrtMn'e answer to 
Malcolm X~!Tf. was demanding 
along wlh tour of hs lelow fUFttne 
crones Vial they should be permu¬ 
ted to award themselves a wags 
naa of £100 per month Seemngiy 
after ‘rodV Ken Livingstone had 


from toe party hacks Bg Tony was 

Don’t Give Up Your Day Job 


into* md - 1960’s Prolessor Paul 
Wiunson became a trustee at the 
Scotland based Research 
Foundation for Ih* Study ol 
Tenonsm He a somekme s referred 
to as the ITN's resident expert on 
tenonsm Hw value to the broad- 
casters «that at toe (tap of a hat hs 
can pontificate at soma length on 
to* nvnenee sgnAcance of the lat¬ 
est developments m IRA strategy 
Naturally as tha « a senous subject 
ha opinions are treated with great 
reverence, and coma of cousa only 
at great expensa For instance 
towards toe end of *93 he was heed 
by toe American government as an 
expert witness at $200 an hour* Tha 
value to the client is that it is 
assumed that the evidence a no* 
only expen but a atoo ntapendert 
a non-aligned unvarnished state 
mart of tact Ha anafyaa a present¬ 
ed and accepted as if it were a vital 
and unchaienged pmea of torenac 
evidence Otto short of bang soenef- 
ic fact (Did someone mention Dr 
Frink SkuM’l It would ol oourse be 
churkeh to pox* outthalto reaty be 
an axpert on larronam. it m0X fast 
be necessary to have been a torror- 


Qaddoumi’ Wilkinson Let me 
think Yes. he * a leader of the 
PLFP alto Cole In lect. Mr 
WiUunaon. isn't it true that Farouk 
Qaddoumi is actually the foreign 
mnater of toe PLO and a toodsr of 
Fatah’ Wkkineon Wei. yes. now 
that you remind me. he « a PLO 
leader now He USED to be m the 
PFLP Cote: And fust when cfcj he 
leave toe PFLP 7 WMdneon I don't 
know exactly, but some time 


Ns stuff On the 17th October for 
ratance toe day after the pokoe not 
m Weing. he mad* a guest appear¬ 
ance on Radio Four to offer his 
expert testament FuvWy enough he 
never menkoned toe role of the plod, 
but netead neetod toal Nad Action 
had tv-jacked tha march 1 Wa have « 
on good authority that Nad Action 
ware indeed grateful tor the unex¬ 
pected plug, but nevertheless VOR 
deeded to do some ximeSgMng of 
as own. and we unoovered tow Me 
gem 

The case r question s toe Trial ol 
toe LA 6 The Protestor's rate • to 
prove that tha PFLP w a terronst 
organisation The following is a 
dose-to-the-mark paraphraas of hw 
bwt 15 mnuw* on tha mama stand 
and sounded somettsng hke thw 
Defe ns e Lawyer David Cole: Mr 
WManeon, them w • CIA document 
bianxng *Abu LutT tor a 1976 no- 
dsnt at totonbul. xMsch you blame on 
the PFLP Who is Abu Luff? 
Wkkineon: Oh he's a Wader of toe 
PFLP Cole: Okay And ft toe next 
document toe CIA blame* ’ Farouk 
Who is Farouk 


whan ha bacama foreign minister 
Cole now please look at tha 

PtOwSWM* mmM iCjw Wywig r arXm 

Ouaddounv as PLO foreign mnwtor, 
what is the date on that artida’ 
WMdneon it's 1976. the dey after 
the Istanbul avent Cote: So what 
you're tebng us • in the 24 hours 
after thw incident. Ouaddounv left 
the PFLP joined the Fatah, and 
becama tha toregn messier of toe 
PLO And at axactfy what time of 
day did that occur’ Wilkinson: 
[Munbte] Cole Now. Mr WMuneon 
another CIA document blames a 
previously unknown Lebanese 
organwaeon lor toe IstanbU nextont. 
the CIA source is An-Nahar’ 
WMunson An-Nahar « what they 
call Yase Arafat Cole and fmaly. 
Mr Wiunaon. Vie CIA blames anotv 
er non-PFLP organwatan. baaed on 



source named Aa^aflr Who • Ae- 
Safkr? WMdneon: I'm sorry, your 
honour, I don't know who lig to. I 
don't know thw person Cole: Mr 
Wianeon, wnl I sue tw» AnNahar 
and As-Saftk ore the two le e dmg 
dady newspapers n BeeuT 
VOR’8 advice to Professor 
WManeon’ Don't give up your day 



the audeefty to ackialy queekon toe 

veltdity of thie 'nao m Wadsworth 
anowtred hxn txM a <Mck )M> to tha against fascism what would his 
nos* Afiar a bout of scuffling, news now be on wfM toe tefles cM 


and the meeting was abandoned Labour Movamoon W* only ask 
ansd much aenmony and aocusa- because ARA not only have 
lions Now wa would b* tailing attempted to cover up the 
portoee < we sax! that Nad Action incident but have even 
takas no dskght n tatong toe moral re Banal Wadsworth as toa head 
fs^t ground here but a couple ol of their organisation' While the 
points must be answered Given £24,000 a ye* salaries of toe ARA 
Livingstone’s comments on the tmetoww we undoubtrtty nd* 
World In Actton programme con- Inked I is Just itolortunali toay an 
demrvng tooee toB tnjght toe pofeoe not performance r 


pnvaiveiin in hexkh. puNn iraiupivt. housinf ml aiu.ai»>w) 
ihr wr»Xhv itonilv m wvMy'\ npm* 

In ihc thivi term nprn u mflni within and hrtweni ctmn n « 
ctvmt fated will hr (ti>vrrnmrni wnhnm oaucr 
lenmnn. wtwt detten dir mirrrUs .4 the w«rtun| dau are uiKadnalr to the 
wdl <4 .air rrvtdttonntov party n tot drviuvr mflumtr <m ihr tm Irlt An apnkigM 
k» tot audvaXanan ualr M advertiwx dir hr dial dkiahaiNp (it mrt) rain cm 
hr pnemuvr Tht» hnrayal mudu dir dinvy and prmlh.e <4 Mm and Eiyrb and 
any mXnn <4 tmkprndrnl wiatunf dau uubaUvr Thr Minradcr .4 tot pufateal 
hifh pi Hind to tot .^ptocnb .4 UHaJ Miial dunfr hat pmlywd dir wratui* dau 


RED ACTION 


Thr odlapac .4 Soviet ct 
pfden aft wu defined by ihr 
nut Aaa 




miplrmrTMrd In terve Ihr neufc <4 capnal. alao aerved thr nenk of 


Scitanan ikuwai im Ihr left tiMinun hi he a a«4ifl to a tyuem wtndi nviaiun 
pmmncd in repUir Fathtoa whnar unnuh.ulalc pmfrafnnm f« party dnitomlMp 
nrwik in thr purvuX .4 pula rn kiuvr hi thrmehra. ctotnhuir mdun| in die real 
mnvrmrnt «4 dir wivfcmf dua. ruepi hi hdp delay to p4tonl rmamawc In all 
raacMiala rratthtoary they air the MHiatub .4 dir prrvwu. pnrrun 

dainiv to hr a bhrrtanan aknnauvr to I rnimun. ouM never 
ran* Ihr prawplrd ippnatonn to thr ewfcnr .4 my axhnnfy 
Aaxrrduifly. even dr mwi pertni JnwKraiy wruld hr irgantod by anardnun u 
•an. ihc impmiiMin <4 a MKial devtuun hy a mapmy .« a 
mini ally The arawn to butrauaton audit my u dmiarto authimy ml toe Sbub 
ton .4 authimy 
We muu vun ahrUt 

In rvery ..untrv thr wirkmi tl*u pnavrun me unkinf advantafe over dr apaai- 
iat\ numhrrv llnwrver. number, withnut unity and unity widnaX urfantution u 
tree |4 pnlitnal nhantofr Thr puqvnr .4 a rev<4utonary wrrtunf dm orfanua 
ton n hi ranr toe wt*km| du. hi dir pnatom t4 dr ndmg dnu To transfer pr4lli 
cal powrr fnm dr iramnn hi dr mapmy 

l nmndnmnal dtitovruy iv dr «o*r pidtocal firm thrmpi which dr a^aratnm .4 
rpmy .an dm hr exercised and made ruin A irvokitonary i»|a«vaton 
always and everywhere irprtrn i dr inlarrsts .4 dr movtmmi u a whole b 
be w.rknf dau m mvinci. ampmiton and i«rmatun ll mm hr bulk in a 
itMx manner Irran dr brahm up ralhcr dm by decree fnm dr hp Atom 
Dvexl democrat*, nnu.4 by w.«kjn| pr>s4r user their . 




SuppoiSng menttorah*) tor a ye* • £5 Mnh* chequwp 
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